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WELCOME TO AVE MARIA UNIVERSITY

As the new President of Ave Maria University, it gives me great pleasure to welcome
you to one of America’s youngest and most dynamic institutions of higher education. Launched
a decade ago in Ypsilanti, Michigan as Ave Maria College by its founder, Chancellor Thomas
S. Monaghan, the institution’s vision was to start as a liberal arts college and evolve into a
comprehensive university. This new and evolving collegiate institution was to offer baccalaureate
and graduate degrees in a broad spectrum of disciplines, feature pre-professional and
professional specializations, focus on teaching and research, and faithfully serve the Magisterium

of the Church.

Today, Ave Maria University features small classes, is academically rigorous, and
provides students with the tools they need to become critical thinkers, competent writers,
and lovers of learning. These initiatives are the responsibility of a well-qualified and dedicated
faculty, 98 percent of whom possess earned doctorates in their chosen academic disciplines.
The University currently offers 12 majors, including new programs in business administration and
psychology, as well as pre-professional programs in medicine and law, and a creative business
certificate program that allows students to combine liberal arts majors with business courses
to enhance career opportunities. The University’'s Core Curriculum is one of the strongest in
America.

Graduates of the Class of 2011 were admitted to major law and medical schools and
other graduate programs of distinction, including The London School of Economics. In spite
of our young history, an Ave Maria education has been a spring board for many to promising
careers and vocations. A number of our graduates have entered the seminary or religious life,
while others have been called to married life - often with a fellow Ave classmate! We believe
that university life should provide an environment where young men and women can mature
into responsible adults who celebrate their faith in Jesus Christ and apply their knowledge
to the challenges of the 21st century. While attendance at Mass on Sunday is not mandatory,
it is expected, and the moral climate in our dorms allows our students to maintain the values
instilled in them by their parents.

This will be my first year as the new President of Ave Maria University. My wife
and five children moved with me to beautiful, sunny Southwest Florida to be a part of this
University's future because we believe its mission is vitally important. Itis clear to me that what
our founder, Tom Monaghan, envisioned is coming to fruition, and that the Lord is honoring His
Holy Mother by blessing us with a record enrollment this fall. Put simply, Ave Maria is unique,
affordable, and authentic. In May 201, His Eminence William Cardinal Levada, Prefect of the
Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith, extolled our vibrant Catholic ethos when he addressed
our graduates.

| hope you will enjoy reading about Ave Maria University and visiting our website
at www.avemaria.edu. If possible, | invite you to visit our beautiful campus, one of America’s
newest and most modern, and see for yourself why Ave Maria is attracting some of the country’s
finest scholars and students. If you are a student using this Catalogue as a tool and guide, |
wish you every success and invite you to seek further assistance from our well-qualified and
student-oriented staff and faculty.

With kindest regards,

H. James Towey
President
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Academic Calendar 2011-2012

Fall Term 20m
Aug. 25-28
Aug. 29
Sept. 2
Sept. 5
Sept. 6
Sept. 13
Sept.16
Oct. 4
Oct.17-20
Oct. 21-24
Oct. 24
Nov. 1
Nov. 718
Nov. 24-27
Dec.7
Dec. 8
Dec.10-16
Dec.19

Spring Term 2012

Jan. 6-8

Jan. ¢

Jan.13

Jan. 16

Jan. 23

Jan. 24

Feb. 14

Feb. 27-March 2
March 3-11
March 5
March 26
March 19-20
April 5-9

April 25

April 26-27
April 28-May 3
May 5

May 7

Thursday-Sunday
Monday

Friday

Monday
Tuesday

Tuesday

Friday

Tuesday
Monday-Thursday
Friday-Monday
Monday
Tuesday
Monday-Friday
Thursday-Sunday
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday-Friday
Monday

Friday-Sunday
Monday

Friday

Monday

Monday

Tuesday

Tuesday
Monday-Friday
Saturday-Sunday
Monday

Monday
Monday-Friday
Thursday-Monday
Wednesday
Thursday-Friday
Saturday-Thursday
Saturday

Monday

Summer Term 2012

May 8

May 11

May 14

May 24

May 28

May 31-June 1
June 27

June 28-29
July 2

July 4

Tuesday

Friday

Monday
Thursday
Monday
Thursday-Friday
Wednesday
Thursday-Friday
Monday
Wednesday

New Undergraduate Student Orientation
Academic Year Begins - First Day of Classes
Fall Formal Academic Convocation

Labor Day - Classes in Session; Offices Closed
Last Day to Add Courses

Last Day to Drop Courses

Constitution Day Observed (classes in session)
Last Day to Withdraw from Courses w/o Penalty
Fall Midterm Exam Week

Fall Term Break - No Classes

Midterm Grade Reports Due

All Saints Day - No Classes

Adyvising and Registration Period

Thanksgiving Break - School Closed

Last Day of Classes

Immaculate Conception - School Closed
FINAL EXAMS

Grade Reports Due

New Undergraduate Student Orientation
First Day of Classes

Spring Formal Academic Convocation
Last Day to Add Courses

March for Life - Classes in Session

Last Day to Drop Courses

Last Day to Withdraw from Courses w/o Penalty
Spring Midterm Exam Week

Spring Break - No Classes

Midterm Grade Reports Due

Feast of the Annunciation - No Classes
Advising and Registration Period

Easter Break - No Classes

Last Day of Classes

Examination Reading Day - No Classes
FINAL EXAMS

Commencement

Grade Reports Due

First Day of Summer Term

Last Day to Add Courses

Last Day to Drop Courses

Last Day to Withdraw from Courses w/o Penalty
Memorial Day - School Closed

Midterm Examination Period

Last Day of Classes

FINAL EXAMS

Grade Reports Due

Independence Day - School Closed



Latin American Campus (AMU-LAC)
Academic Calendar 2011-2012

Fall Term 20m
Aug. 17

Aug. 22

Aug. 24

Sept. 8

Sept. 13

Sept. 1415
Sept. 19

Oct.17

Nov. 2

Oct. 24 - Nov. 11
Nov. 24-25

Dec. 8

Dec. 9

Dec. 12116
Dec.16

Spring Term 2012

Jan.13
Jan.16
Jan.18
Feb.10
Feb.16
Feb.17
March 12
April 10-27
April 2-9
May 1
May 8
May 9-15
May 16
May 19

Wednesday
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
Tuesday
Wed.-Thursday
Monday
Monday
Wednesday
Monday-Friday
Thursday-Sunday
Thursday
Friday
Monday-Friday
Friday

Friday

Monday
Wednesday
Friday
Thursday
Thursday
Monday
Monday-Friday
Monday-Monday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wed.-Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday

Summer | Term 2012

May 28
June 6
June 8
June 29
June 29

Monday
Wednesday
Friday
Friday
Friday

Summer Il Term 2012

July 2
July 10
July
July 19
August 3
August 3

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Friday

Student Life Orientation

Academic Orientation

Academic Year Begins - First Day of Classes
Academic Honors Convocation

Last Day to Add or Drop Courses

Central American Independence - No Classes
Last Day to Withdraw from Courses w/o Penalty
Midterm Grade Reports Due

All Saints Day Holiday - No Classes

Adyvising and Registration Period
Thanksgiving Holidays

Purissima Holiday - School Closed

Last Day of Classes

FINAL EXAMS

Grade Reports Due

Student Life Orientation

Academic Orientation

First Day of Classes

Last Day to Add or Drop Courses
Academic Honors Convocation

Last Day to Withdraw from Courses w/o Penalty
Midterm Grade Reports Due

Advising and Registration Period

Holy Week and Easter Break - No Classes
Labor Day in Nicaragua - No Classes
Last Day of Classes

FINAL EXAMS

Grade Reports Due

Commencement

First Day of Classes

Last Day to Add and Drop Courses

Last Day to Withdraw from Courses w/o Penalty
Last Day of Classes

Grade Reports Due

First Day of Classes

Last Day to Add and Drop Courses

Last Day to Withdraw from Courses w/o Penalty
Nicaragua Holiday - School Closed

Last Day of Classes

Grade Reports Due
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l. Introduction and
General Information

The University is a place of concourse, whither students come from every
quarter for every kind of knowledge. ... It is a place where inquiry is
pushed forward, and discoveries verified and perfected, and rashness
rendered innocuous, and error exposed, by the collision of mind with mind,
and knowledge with knowledge.

—John Henry Cardinal Newman, The Idea of a University

Ave Maria University Mission Statement

Founded in fidelity to Christ and His Church in response to the call of Vatican Il for
greater lay witness in contemporary society, Ave Maria University exists to further
teaching, research, and learning at the undergraduate and graduate levels in the
abiding tradition of Catholic thought in both national and international settings. The
University takes as its mission the sponsorship of a liberal arts education curriculum
dedicated, as articulated in the apostolic constitution Ex Corde Ecclesiae, to the
advancement of human culture, the promotion of dialogue between faith and
reason, the formation of men and women in the intellectual and moral virtues of the
Catholic faith, and to the development of professional and pre-professional programs
in response to local and societal needs. As an institution committed to Catholic
principles, the University recognizes the importance of creating and maintaining an
environment in which faith informs the life of the community and takes expression
in all its programs.

Catholic Identity and History

Ave Maria University is a Catholic liberal arts-based institution of higher education devoted to
the education of the whole person, a dynamic process that engages students in both the pursuit
of academic excellence and a deep exploration of Catholic faith and culture. The essential
mission of the University is the development of a Christ-centered scholar prepared for lifelong
learning, professional career, or pursuit of further graduate education.

In 1998, Ave Maria Institute was founded as a two-year institute of Catholic higher education
with the encouragement and support of Bishop Carl F. Mengeling of the Diocese of Lansing,
Michigan. After it began in September 1998 with 40 students, Ave Maria Institute quickly grew
and developed an ambitious and far-reaching plan for development. In 1999, it acquired a
branch campus in Nicaragua. In the year 2000, Ave Maria College was pre-accredited by the
American Academy for Liberal Arts Education and approved by the State of Michigan as a
four-year, degree-granting educational institution offering the Bachelor of Philosophy degree.
The Ave Maria College graduated its first class in Spring 2002. The College received candidacy
from the North Central Association in the Spring of 2003.

As additional Ave Maria entities came into existence, the concept of an Ave Maria University
evolved. Originally conceived as a Michigan development, the wisdom of establishing a Florida
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entity as the foundation for the University became increasingly clear. Thus, an interim campus
of Ave Maria University was established at the Greenfield Commons property, 1025 Commons
Circle in the Vineyards, a residential and recreational development in Naples, Florida. This
campus was located on seven acres and contained two four-story mid-rise, condominium
style residence halls; a two-story men'’s residence hall, indoor-outdoor recreational facilities,
classrooms, academic laboratories, a multipurpose facility (bookstore, chapel-auditorium,
visitors center, library, classrooms, and offices), an adoration chapel, computer laboratories,
a dining facility, offices for faculty and administrative personnel, and faculty residences. This
campus contained more than 75,000 square feet of facility space. While the University has
launched its operations in the Vineyards in North Naples, property acquisition, planning,
permitting, and construction work began on the permanent campus located east of Naples
near the Immokalee community.

In the Summer of 2007, the University opened the doors of its new campus in Ave Maria, Florida.
The campus is located in the community of Ave Maria which is in Eastern Collier county on
property between Oil Well Road and Camp Keais Road approximately 20 miles east of Naples,
Florida and 5 miles south from Immokalee. The campus includes four single-sex dormitories,
the Canizaro Library, an academic building with classrooms, faculty offices, a lecture hall and an
impressive array of scientific laboratories and equipment, and a student union with a capacious
dining hall, conference rooms, fitness room, and student lounges, as well as several outdoor
sports and recreational fields and courts. Adoration chapels are located in the dormitories
and the Canizaro Library. The Oratory was dedicated as the Parish of Ave Maria Oratory by
Bishop Frank Dewane on the Feast of the Annunciation 2008.

The University is built as an integrated entity containing the educational and student support
facilities, a distinctive church, a commercial center, and residential and recreational areas.
This development is a significant development in the history of Florida and higher education,
as rarely has a campus of such anticipated stature been conceived and built from the ground
up within such a short time. The total land owned by the University is almost 1,000 acres. The
campus is initially designed to occupy approximately 113 acres.

Accreditation and State Approval

Licensure from the Florida Commission for Independent Education

Ave Maria University is licensed by the Commission for Independent Education, Florida
Department of Education, License No. 3011. Additional information regarding this institution may
be obtained by contacting the Commission at 325 West Gaines Street, Suite 1414, Tallahassee,
FL 32399-0400, toll-free telephone number (888)224-6684. The Commission’s website is
www.fldoe.org/cie

Accreditation from the American Academy for Liberal Learning

Ave Maria University is accredited by the American Academy for Liberal Education, which
accredits outstanding liberal arts institutions and programs. This accreditation is institutional
in nature with a focus on general education / liberal arts curricula. The Academy is located at
1050 17th Street NW, Suite 400, Washington, D.C. 20036. The Academy’s telephone number
is (202) 452-8611.

Commission on Colleges/Southern Association of Colleges and Schools

Ave Maria University, including the Latin American Campus in San Marcos, Nicaragua, is
accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools
to award location-specific baccalaureate, masters, and doctorate degrees (B.A., MTS, M.A,
and Ph.D.). Contact the Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia
30033-4500 for questions about the accreditation of Ave Maria University.
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Ave Maria University’s Profession of Faith

We with firm faith believe and profess everything that is contained in the symbol of faith:
namely,

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen
and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, one
in Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven: By the power of the Holy Spirit, he was born of the Virgin Mary,
and became man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered, died and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in fulfillment of the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he
is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in the one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

With firm faith we believe as well everything contained in God's word, written or handed down
in tradition and proposed by the Church--whether in solemn judgment or in the ordinary and
universal Magisterium--as divinely revealed and called for faith.

We also firmly accept and hold each and every thing that is proposed by that same church
definitively with regard to teaching concerning faith or morals.

What is more, we adhere with religious submission of will and intellect to the teachings which
either the Roman pontiff or the college of bishops enunciate when they exercise the authentic
Magisterium even if they proclaim those teachings in an act that is not definitive.

Ave Maria University Board of Trustees

Ave Maria University is governed by a self-perpetuating Board of Trustees that oversees the
activities of the University. From a legal perspective, the Board of Trustees is the University.
The Board of Trustees receives advisement from the Board of Regents as well as the Board of
Ecclesial Advisors of Ave Maria University.

In accordance with the bylaws of the University, the Ave Maria University Board of Trustees is
composed of members of the Catholic Church committed to its Magisterium, i.e., the teaching
authority of the Catholic Church. This Board guides the development of the institution and
takes responsibility for its ongoing programs and success. According to the bylaws and common
practice, the Board delegates to individual officers or groups authority to formulate policies and
procedures affecting the operations and academic affairs of the University. In accordance with
the laws of the State of Florida, the Board exercises fiduciary responsibility for the University,
reviewing and approving its annual budget and making appropriate policy decisions. The Board
of Trustees is deliberative in its processes and often depends on administrators to propose
policies for consideration on matters of importance to the institution.

On the recommendation of the faculty and administrators of the University, the Board confirms
and awards all academic degrees and honors.
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Majors and Degrees

The University offers the Bachelor of Arts degree in the following areas:
Biology;
Business;
Classics and Early Christian Literature;
Economics;
History;
Literature;
Mathematics;
Music;
Philosophy;
Politics;
Psychology; and
Theology.

The Latin American Campus (AMU-LAC) offers the B.A. degree in the following areas:
Business;
Politics; and
Psychology.

The University offers the following pre-professional programs:
Certificate in Business; and
Pre-Medicine.

The University also offers the following graduate programs:
Master of Theological Studies, Pastoral Theology;
Master of Arts, Theology; and
Doctor of Philosophy, Theology.

Completion and Graduation Rates

The calculation of the graduation and completion rates for institutions of higher education is not
an easy task, given the various ways in which the rates can be figured, defined, and treated from
various statistical perspectives. In spite of the general confusion, the undergraduate degree
completion and graduation rates of Ave Maria University are similar to most new institutions
of higher education, which generally achieve graduation rates of retained first-time students
in the 40-60 percent range. For the entering classes of 2006, the average four-year degree
completion and graduation rate for first-time students at the Florida campus was 53.8 per cent.
For the entering class of 2007, the average four-year degree completion and graduation rate
for first-time students was 55.1 per cent.

While these rates comparable to that of many other liberal arts institutions and many other
institutions, the University enjoys a comparatively higher rate of degree completion within
the traditional four-year time frame for the baccalaureate degree. Of the students receiving
degrees from Ave Maria University who entered in 2006 and 2007, 94 and 100 per cent,
respectively, finished their programs of study within four years, never mind the customary
six-year time used for such calculations. This figure is much higher than the national pattern
which reflects significant numbers of students graduating at the end of the fifth and sixth year.
The percentage of graduate students finishing their degrees at the University is in excess of
90 percent, and within the prescribed time frames is approximately the same as that of the
undergraduate students.
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Ininterpreting the undergraduate data, it should be noted that because of the arts and sciences
nature of the Ave Maria University curriculum and the strength of the University’s liberal arts
core curriculum, some students transfer after the sophomore year in order to pursue majors
not available at the University. Information concerning the completion and graduation rates
of the students who completed their degrees at other institutions is in the process of being
determined by the Institutional Effectiveness and Alumni offices. It is believed that when this
research is completed, the total graduation rate for all first-time students will be comparable
to peer institutions.

Academic Calendar

The academic calendar is designed to serve the Catholic and educational mission of Ave
Maria University. With this goal in mind, many national holidays, while being observed, are
not occasions for the closure of the University. The University does cease from academic and
business functions on some religious holidays and Holy Days of Obligation.

Constitution Day
In conformity with federal regulations, the University observes Constitution Day on September
17th of each academic year with special activities.

Canizaro Library and Technology Learning Resources

The Canizaro Library has a resource collection of over 185,000 bound volumes, 280 periodical
subscriptions, and provides access to thousands of electronic books as well. The Library
has inter-library loan privileges with thousands of libraries and subscribes to more than 85
electronic databases - including ATLA Religion Database, EconlLit, eLibrary, First Search,
INFOTRAC, JSTOR, LEXIS/NEXIS Academic, Patrologia Latina, ProQuest, Project MUSE and
Science Direct.

The Library has a music and media collection of over 1400 DVDs and 700 compacts discs.
Included in it are academic lectures, historic performances in the arts, all of the movies on the
Vatican's list of “Important Films,” as well as a wide-sampling of concert and sacred music.
The Canizaro Library belongs to the Southwest Florida Library Network consortium and the
Lyrasis Network which opens up the resources of more than 4,000 libraries to University
students.

The Library is currently staffed by four professional librarians and three library associates
(one with a Ph.D.). They are ably assisted by support staff and student workers. Library staff
members are available to help students with their research and reference needs whenever the
Library is open. The 24-Hour Reading Room which is an integral part of the Library is always
open for student use.

The Canizaro Library provides web-based information and instruction including an online
catalog of all its holdings. The Library provides over 50 computers for student use that allow
access to the Internet, email and Microsoft Office Suite. A Music and Media Room/ Language
Learning Resource Center provides work-stations for students to listen to music, watch DVDs,
and learn both classical and modern foreign languages. Copy machines, high-speed printers
and a scanner are also available for student use.

During the school year, the Library is open: Sunday from 1:00 pm to 1:00 am; Monday through
Thursday from 8:00 am to 1:00 am; Friday from 8:00 am to 10:00 pm; and, Saturday from 9:00
am to 5:00 pm. Hours are extended prior to and during final exams.
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Information Technology Policy
Ave Maria University Information Technology (IT) policy prohibits its staff and students from use
of the Ave Maria computer network resources for illegal, unethical or inappropriate activity. The

complete policy is available from the librarian, the Vice President for Systems and Engineering
or the Vice President for Student Affairs.

Ave Maria University Branch Campus in Nicaragua (AMU-LAC)

The Ave Maria University Latin American Campus (AMU-LAC), is located in the
Province of Carazo, city of San Marcos, Nicaragua, a small community located about 25 miles
from Managua, the capital city of Nicaragua. The campus was originally a campus of the
University of Mobile, a Baptist institution located in Mobile, Alabama. In July 2000, pursuant
to the missionary component of the Catholic mission of Ave Maria, the ownership and control
of the institution was officially transferred to Ave Maria College of Ypsilanti, Michigan, the
predecessor institution to Ave Maria University. Operating as a branch campus of that institution,
the Nicaraguan location eventually became accredited by the American Academy for Liberal
Education (AALE) and achieved Candidacy with the North Central Association of Colleges
and Schools (NCA). The campus operated within this framework until summer of 2007, when
Ave Maria University officially assumed total control over the programs and operations of the
location. This acquisition occurred concurrently with the closing of the Ypsilanti campus.

The campus student body is international in character; however, it is an English
speaking campus. All students must meet campus specific admissions requirements, including
passage of the TOEFL examination. The faculty is also international in character, coming largely
from American and European institutions. The campus must satisfy American accreditation
standards and currently enjoys accreditation from the American Academy of Liberal Education.
As a branch campus, students from either campus can transfer freely for at least a semester to
experience collegiate learning and Catholic mission activity in an international environment. In
Spring 2010, the student body numbered around 450 students, a large percentage of which were
eligible for Federal financial aid from the American government. The campus features fifteen
classrooms, several of which are in the process of being converted into “smart classrooms.”
The University recently received two grants from U.S.A.l.D, through the American Schools and
Hospitals Abroad (ASHA) program, the funds from which are being used to partially fund the
new Howard Library, currently under construction. The remaining funds are being used to
upgrade additional classrooms as “smart classrooms,” assist with the equipping of the Library,
and generally improving operational elements of the campus. Housing is provided both on-
campus in the residence halls and in approved community locations. The campus also features
an administration building, faculty offices, a student services building, recreational facilities, and
a 300 person chapel, “La Purisima.”

The campus offers the Bachelor of Arts degree in the major programs of Business
Administration, Politics, and Psychology. Additional non-major courses are available in Chemistry,
Computer Systems Technology, English, Mathematics, Philosophy, Physics, Spanish, and
Theology. The campus provides a wide array of individual and group developmental services
through the Campus Learning Center. The campus also is noted for its excellent English language
program for younger students offered through the Ave Maria Language Institute (AMLI) and for
adult learners through the Ave Maria International Language Institute (AMILI), which is located
in Managua and San Salvador, El Salvador. Academic courses are also offered on an occasional
basis in Managua at the University location in the national capital city.
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The campus offers a robust Catholic spiritual life provided by resident priests, as
well as members of a Catholic religious community and the Student Life staff through its various
programs. The campus enjoys an excellent relationship with the Archdiocese of Managua.
The campus features daily Mass and a complete Catholic sacramental life provided by the
clerical members of the campus community. The Student Life office provides a dynamic
student spiritual and social programs dedicated to the co-curricular and spiritual growth and
development of the student body. The campus location provides an excellent launching place
for experiencing a wide variety of missionary and outreach services, as well as the flora and
fauna of Central America through a variety of eco-tourist activities. Central and Latin American
history (including Pre-Columbian interests) and literature opportunities also exist for students
interested in those areas of inquiry. The campus is located approximately 45 minutes from
the Pacific Ocean, rapidly becoming famous in the United States for its tourism, American
second home, fishing, and surfing activities. The colonial city of Granada has recently been
added to cruise line itineraries providing an opportunity to experience early Central American
historical and colonial ambience. Modern shopping opportunities are available in Managua in
one of several shopping centers. Enrollment in the AMU-LAC programs offers a wide variety
of individual and group international living experiences and educational opportunities offered
through the University’s branch campus.

Applications for admission may be sent to either campus. The University publishes
only one academic catalogue for both campuses. Students interested should explore the Latin
American campus through its online website, www.avemaria.edu.ni (admissions@avemaria.edu.
ni) or through a link on the Florida campus’ website, www.avemaria.edu. The official address of
the campus is Ave Maria University-Latin American Campus, San Marcos, Carazo, Nicaragua.
Phone numbers: 011-(505)-2535-2314/2312; Fax 011-(505) 2535-2336.
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Il. Admission to
Undergraduate Studies

It is the nature of human beings, and especially youth, to seek the
Absolute, the meaning and fullness of life. Dear young people, do not
be content with anything less than the highest ideals! ...Our personal

encounter with Christ bathes life in new light, sets us on the right path,
and sends us out to be His witnesses (cf. Veritatis Splendor, 88).

—John Paul I, Invitation to 2002 World Youth Day in Toronto

General Principles

Ave Maria University’s undergraduate student body consists of an exceptional community of
young scholars. The academic enthusiasm and moral character of her students is second to
none; this is one of the hallmarks of Ave Maria University.

It is the desire of the Admissions Office to assist students in their efforts to find a University that
will enable them to develop into all that God has designed for them. At the University, students
will be challenged intellectually, spiritually, and socially. Therefore, a careful admissions process
is followed for each student, and several factors determine acceptance to the University.

Applicants for admission must furnish evidence of good character, excellent academic
preparedness, and an ability to succeed in the rigorous demands of the curriculum.

Admissions Counseling
The Ave Maria University Admissions Office provides information and admissions counseling
for prospective students. Interviews are a desirable part of the admissions procedure.

An Overview of the Admissions Process
Step 1: Complete the application procedure. A detailed description of the process is outlined
under “Admissions Procedure” in this catalogue.

Step2:  Once the Admissions Office receives all essential documents, the complete
application is evaluated by the admissions counselor for acceptance in accord
with the admissions criteria of the University. If the applicant does not meet the
admissions criteria, the Admissions Committee will review the application for possible
acceptance.

Step3:  The Admissions Office mails a decision letter to the applicant.

Step 4:  All accepted students are required to submit a $200 deposit.
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Admissions Procedure

Applicants are expected to complete their admissions files as early as possible for the Fall and
Spring semesters. An admissions file is considered complete when the Admissions Office has
received the following:

1. A completed Ave Maria University Application;

2. An official high school transcript;

3. SAT or ACT test scores (Ave Maria University, Ave Maria, Florida's school ACT code is 6212
and SAT code is 4249; the Latin American Campus in San Marcos, Nicaragua's ACT code
is 4813 and SAT code is 3840);

4. All official college transcripts, if the student has taken any college courses (please see the
Transfer Student section);

Students may submit applications after completing their junior year in high school. Early
application is encouraged. Applications should be addressed to:

Ave Maria University Ave Maria University Latin American Campus
Office of Admissions Office of Admissions

5050 Ave Maria Blvd. San Marcos, Carazo, Nicaragua

Ave Maria. FL 34142 Phone numbers: 505-2535-2314/505-2535-2312
Telephone: 239-280-2556 Fax: 505-2535-2336

Fax: 239-280-2559 Email: admissions@avemaria.edu.ni

Email: admissions@avemaria.edu www.avemaria.edu.ni

www.avemaria.edu

Standards for Acceptance

To be eligible for regular undergraduate admission to the University, students are expected to

meet the following standards.

1. High school weighted grade point average (GPA) above 2.8 or college GPA above 2.4 on a
4.0 scale.

2. An SAT score equal to or above 1580 on the three-part test, or 1050 or above on the 2-part
test, excluding the writing portion, or an ACT score equal to or above 22.

In some instances, the University may accept students who do not meet the above criteria, but
upon closer review indicate a probability for success.

The University considers all of the above factors in reaching an admissions decision. The
University reserves the right to administer placement tests and procedures to admitted students
in order to improve the advisement process, ensure placement in the correct course, and
enhance the probabilities for student success.

Completion of High School

Applicants who intend to enroll as freshmen typically apply during junior and senior years of
high school studies. Therefore, an official, but not final, transcript will be used to determine the
student’s eligibility for acceptance and scholarship. At the completion of the academic year, a
final and official transcript must be sent from the applicant’s high school to the University. The
University reserves the right to revoke the acceptance of a student if academic performance
has severely declined as evidenced by the final transcript.



Admission to Studies / 19

High School Program Preparation

A comprehensive college preparatory program is an important foundation for fostering a liberal
arts education. Ave Maria University recommends the following curriculum in preparation for
its academic program:

1. four years of English (Literature, Grammar, Composition);

2. four years of Social Studies (including History);

3. three to four years of Mathematics (Algebra |, Geometry, and Algebra IlI) Calculus is not
required, but recommended for students pursuing a degree in Mathematics;

three years of Science (preferably Biology, Chemistry and Physics);

two years of Foreign Language (Ancient or Modern);

two years of Art (including Performing and Visual Art); and

four years of electives.

N oo A

Transfer Students

Students who previously have taken college level courses are considered transfer students.
Admission is based on the strength of academic achievements in 24 or more semester hours
of college credit. For students with less than 24 credit hours, high school records and other
credentials will be weighed more significantly in the evaluation process.

Ave Maria University may accept transfer credit from other accredited or approved institutions
for courses in which students have earned the grade of “C” or better. A course-by-course
evaluation will be completed by the Admissions Office once an applicant has applied to the
University. An official copy of the course evaluation will be mailed from the Office of Academic
Records.

Homeschooled Students

Ave Maria University encourages students from all accredited homeschool programs to apply
for admission. The University has also created procedures to assist students from independent
programs of homeschooling. A homeschooled student should:
1. complete the regular admissions process (detailed under “Admissions Procedure”); and
2. provide
a. a transcript from an accredited homeschool program showing
completion of high school; or
b. documentation showing which courses fulfill the University’s high school course
requirements. (The Ave Maria University Admissions Office has created a Homeschool
Transcript Form, which can provide a format for creating transcripts. This tool is
especially helpful for families who have followed an independent program of home
schooling. Please contact the Admissions Office if you would like to receive this
transcript form. It is also available at www.avemaria.edu.)
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International Students
International applicants are expected to complete their admissions files as early as possible.

Application Process for International Students
Application

Academic records

English translation of academic records
Official evaluation of transferable credits
ACT or SAT

TOEFL

I NN

Consideration for admission will be delayed until all required credentials are received by the
Admissions Office. International students must submit proper transcripts (or certificates) of all
academic records or examination results documenting each year of study beginning with the
first year of secondary school and continuing through all post-secondary or university level work.
These documents must be signed by the appropriate school officials. Only original or certified
copies will be accepted. Original documents will not be returned; all documents become the
property of Ave Maria University. When official credentials are in a language other than English,
a certified English translation must be included.

Transferable Credits for International Students

Due to variations among educational systems from country to country, Ave Maria University
reserves the right to require that all international students who wish to transfer college or
university credits from another school pay for professional credential evaluation services.
Credential evaluation services must be provided by independent evaluation agencies. The
American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officer’s (AACRAQ) Office of
International Education Services is suggested or World Education Services (WES). Transfer
students using AACRAO or WES must select a Course-by-Course Evaluation procedure so that
each class can be evaluated for transferable credits. To request an evaluation from AACRAQ,
please contact http://www.aacrac.org/international/. The evaluation service provided by WES
can be requested at http://www.wes.org/students/index.asp.

Required Standardized Tests for International Applicants:

Ave Maria University reserves the right to request that all international applicants submit scores
from the TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language). A minimum score of 550 is required
on the paper-based test and 213 is the minimum score required for the computer-based test.
Beginning with the 2009-2010 academic year, applicants will be required to score a minimum
of 85 on the Internet-based Test. Applicants must submit scores from the Scholastic Aptitude
Test (SAT) or the American College Test (ACT). These scores will assist in academic advising;
they are mandatory for international applicants.

For more information about the ACT visit: http://www.act.org. For specific information about
taking the ACT outside of the United States visit www.actstudent.org/regist/outside.html. For
more information about the SAT visit www.collegeboard.com. To register online, visit www.
collegeboard.com/sat/html/satform.html.
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TOEFL Testing Sites:

TOEFL information and registration forms are available in many locations outside the United
States; usually at U.S. consulates and embassies, and the offices of the U.S. Information Agency
and other U.S. educational commissions and foundations. Candidates who cannot obtain
information locally on TOEFL should contact the Educational Testing Service, Box 955, Princeton,
New Jersey, 08540, U.S.A. The web site is: www.ets.org/toefl.

Notice of Admission for International Students:

When an international student is accepted, the Admissions Office will send an official notice of
acceptance, as well as the Certificate of Eligibility (I-20 form). It is the student’s responsibility
to make appropriate arrangements with his or her local U.S. Embassy or Consulate for the
visa interview. Admission is for a specific term. If the student is unable to enroll for the term
indicated in the notice of acceptance, the Admissions Office should be informed immediately.
If the student wishes to be considered for entrance in a different term, the Admissions Office
must be notified in writing.

Financial Arrangements:

International students must be able to finance their tuition, room, board, books, and travel to
and from the United States. Before obtaining a visa and leaving his or her country, a student
must be able to furnish the United States Consul evidence of financial resources to support the
costs of tuition charges for the year as well as an estimated $2,350 in addition for transportation
and related costs.

Health and Accident Insurance:

Sickness and accident care in the United States is expensive. To protect against the expense of
accidental injury or unforeseen major illness, all students attending Ave Maria University must
carry an accident and sickness insurance policy payable in the United States. At registration, all
students will be automatically enrolled on an annual basis in a plan approved by the University.
The premiums will be charged to the student’s account to be paid in full by the individual student.
If the student can show proof of other insurance, then the charges will be removed from the
student’s account and the policy will be dropped. If the student acquires a policy during the
school year, the student can request that the Office of Academic Records notify the Business
Office to have automatic charges dropped within 30 days after proof of insurance is provided.
The policy provided at registration will then cease to be in force.

Employment:

According to the regulation of the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS),
those who enter the country with “F-1" student visas may not accept off-campus work, unless
they have proper approval from the USCIS. This regulation does not apply to on-campus
student work programs that are available. However, the USCIS does not permit dependents
of international students to be employed under any circumstances. Students cannot expect
to work in order to meet educational expenses. The maximum amount of hours per week
that any Ave Maria student can work is 15 hours. This number of hours was established by the
University faculty as the maximum amount a student should undertake while also pursuing a
normal program of study.

Income Tax:

It is the responsibility of each individual employed in the United States to comply with income
tax regulations. Salaries and wages received in payment for work performed by non-citizens
and some scholarships and grants awarded to F-1 students come under the tax laws of the
United States. It is Ave Maria University policy not to act in the capacity of tax advisors. It is
advisable to have questions pertaining to filing U.S. taxes answered by the Internal Revenue
Service or by a reliable tax consultant.
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High School Dual Enrollment Students

Outstanding high school students may enroll for part-time study while finishing their high
school graduation requirements. This program is open to students from both homeschooling
programs and local area schools. The minimum age for high school dual enrollment is 16 years
of age. Participating local area school students are required to have an average above a 3.2
cumulative grade point average.

Official enrollment through the high school may be required. Tuition reimbursement may
be available from participating area high schools. Students should check with the high
school guidance and counseling office for information regarding college and high school dual
enrollment.

A maximum of two classes per semester is permitted for dual enrollees. Dual enrollees file
the standard Application for Admission and select “High School Dual Enrollment” under the
special program section of the application. No application fee is charged for high school dual
enrollment applicants.

To apply, high school dual enrollment applicants must submit the following:

1. acompleted Ave Maria University application, with all required essays attached;

2. an official high school transcript;

3. SAT or ACT test scores, if applicable (Ave Maria’s school codes are ACT: 6212 and SAT:
4249).

Once a student seeking dual-enrollment status has completed the admissions process, he or
she will be notified of the admissions decision. Upon acceptance, the student must submit a
$200 deposit and an official class registration form. The deposit is applied toward the tuition
and fees for the upcoming semester and therefore is not refundable after April 1st for the Fall
semester or December 1st for the Spring semester.

A dual-enrolled student who intends to become a degree-seeking student must submit a
new application for admission and all additional documentation needed to complete the
admissions file. Tuition charged for dual-enrolled students is the same as that charged for
regular students.

Guest Students

Students enrolled at another college or university may attend Ave Maria as guest students.
A Guest Student Application may be submitted at any time before the semester begins. The
application requires students to receive permission for each academic term from both the
Admissions Office of Ave Maria University and their home institutions.

Guest students must be in good standing at their home institutions and have at least a 2.4
grade point average. The student should consult the home institution to verify that the classes
taken at Ave Maria University are acceptable in the student’s curriculum. Students must earn
C grades or better in all courses taken at Ave Maria University to be considered for future
admission as guest or regular students.

Once a guest student has completed the admissions process he or she will be notified of
acceptance or rejection. At that time, the accepted student must submit a $200 deposit and
an official class registration form. The deposit is applied toward the tuition and fees for the
upcoming semester and is not refundable after April 1for the Fall semester or December 1 for
the Spring semester.
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A guest student who intends to become a degree-seeking student must submit an application
for admission and all additional documents needed to complete the admissions file. A guest
student is not eligible to receive financial assistance. Tuition for guest students is the same as
that charged regular students.

Personal Enrichment Students

Individuals who wish to enroll in classes at Ave Maria University but do not intend to seek a
degree are considered personal enrichment students. These students are required to complete
the Personal Enrichment Application. This application may be completed at any time before
the semester begins. Personal enrichment students seeking credit must earn or have earned
C grades or better in all courses taken to be considered eligible for enrollment.

Personal enrichment students may complete courses for credit or on an audit basis. Transcripts
are generated for all personal enrichment students.

Once a personal enrichment student has completed the admissions process, that student will be
notified of the acceptance decision. If accepted, the student must submit a $150 dollar deposit
and an official class registration form. The deposit is applied toward the tuition and fees for
the upcoming semester and is not refundable after April 1 for the Fall semester or December
1for the Spring semester.

A personal enrichment student who intends to become a degree-seeking student must submit an
application for admission and all additional documentation needed to complete the admissions
file. A personal enrichment student is not eligible to receive financial aid. Tuition for personal
enrichment students enrolled in classes for credit is the same as that charged regular students;
personal enrichments students taking classes on an audit basis are charged one-half the regular
per-credit hour charge.

Re-Admission
No application fee will be charged to students who have already applied and have paid the fee
at the time of the original application.

Students who have voluntarily taken one or two semesters off from Ave Maria University, were
in good academic standing upon their departure, and have not attended any other college or
university, may simply contact the Office of Academic Records and begin the registration process.
These students, who are considered “previously on leave,” must also notify the Admissions
Office of their intended return, but do not need to reapply.

All students who fit into any of the following five categories must reapply for admission before

they may contact the Office of Academic Records to register for classes:

1. students who have left Ave Maria University and have attended another college or
university;

2. students who have left Ave Maria University for more than two semesters;

3. students who have voluntarily left Ave Maria University after failing to maintain Satisfactory
Academic Progress;

4. students who have been dismissed from Ave Maria University for academic reasons; and

5. students who have been dismissed from Ave Maria University for disciplinary reasons.

The readmission process includes:

1. acompleted Ave Maria University Application;

2. an official college transcript from each institution attended since leaving Ave Maria
University.
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No student is readmitted until all past fees and charges due to Ave Maria University have been
remitted.

Advanced Placement and CLEP Credit

Ave Maria University may accept the results from the Advanced Placement (AP) or the College
Level Examination Placement (CLEP) examinations for credit toward a student’s graduation
requirements. Please see the section in Academic Policies for more information.

Non-Discrimination Policy

Ave Maria University recognizes the inherent dignity of all members of the human family and
seeks racial, cultural, and ethnic diversity. Ave Maria University prohibits discrimination on the
basis of race, color, national origin, gender, age, disability, or status as a veteran or disabled
veteran. Ave Maria University maintains its Catholic character while remaining open to persons
of all religious faiths who respect its goals.

Placement Tests and Diagnostic Exams

The University tests all of its students in the areas of mathematics and language arts. Students
must take the mathematics placement exam prior to enrolling in classes. The results of the
mathematics placement exam guide placement into mathematics courses, which may require
remedial work. The writing diagnostic exam is administered by the Literature Department.
Students determined to require remedial instruction in basic compositional skills are placed in
LITR 100 Introduction to English Composition, a zero-credit, P/F course, alongside of LITR 103.
The Department of Classics and Early Christian Literature offers an optional Latin Placement
Exam. Please see the section on undergraduate major programs for more detailed information
from the relevant department. Ave Maria University reserves the right to administer tests to
incoming students for assessment and placement purposes.

Pictures
The University reserves the right to publish photographs of current and past students engaged
in classes or other officially sponsored University activities.
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2011-2012 Undergraduate Tuition and Fees
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Tuition does not cover the whole cost of education of the students at Ave Maria University.
Contributions from supporters must meet the balance. The University makes every effort to
control costs while offering a high level of academic instruction and student services within an

environment enlightened by the Catholic Faith.

Full Time Undergraduate Resident Student

Tuition $19,440.00 per year
Housing 4,725.00 per year
Meal Plan 3,625.00 per year
Technology Fee 375.00 per year
Activities Fee 225.00 per year
Athletic Fee 50.00 per year
Laundry Fee 70.00 per year

Full Time Undergraduate Commuter Student

Tuition $19,440.00 per year
Technology Fee 375.00 per year
Activities Fee 225.00 per year

Part Time Student, Personal Enrichment or High School Dual Enroliment

Tuition 608.00 per credit hour
Technology Fee 10.00 per credit hour
Activities Fee 5.00 per credit hour

Part time students may include guest students, personal enrichment students, high school
dual enroll students, or part time degree seeking students. Part time students may take up to
11 credits per semester. Students taking 12 or more credits per semester must enroll as a full
time student and pay full tuition. The tuition for auditing a course is one-half of the normal

per credit hour charge.

Summer Session 2012, Undergraduate Student

Tuition $445.00 per credit hour

Technology Fee 100.00 for the eight-week session
Activities Fee 50.00 for the eight-week session
Housing 835.00 for the eight-week session

Meal Plan 825.00 for the eight-week session
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Student Financial Assistance Programs

Ave Maria University is committed to excellence in education and service to students. A college
education requires a significant financial commitment. Ave Maria University’s Financial Aid
Office strives to help qualified students afford the cost of education. We believe no student
who can benefit from an Ave Maria University education should be denied this opportunity
due to finances. Nevertheless, the University’s financial resources are limited, and financial
assistance programs are offered on the basis of demonstrated financial need as determined
by Ave Maria University.

Ave Maria University believes that the primary responsibility for financing a student’s
postsecondary education rests first with the student and his/her family. However, when the
total resources provided do not meet the expenses, Ave Maria University will assist with the
remaining need to the best of its ability. This assistance may take the form of merit-based aid,
such as scholarships, and need-based aid, such as Ave Maria University grants and student
loans, or a combination of both over a ten month period.

Ave Maria University Merit Scholarships

All undergraduate students who are accepted for study at Ave Maria University are reviewed
for eligibility. Students are awarded based on academic achievement, test scores (ACT or
SAT), and high school grade point average. An official letter detailing the type of scholarship,
amount, and specific requirements for maintaining the scholarship will be mailed to scholarship
recipients. The scholarships are automatically renewed provided that the student continues
to meet the criteria outlined in his or her letter. If a student fails to meet any of these criteria,
the scholarship will be discontinued. Students may petition the appropriate authority for
scholarship reinstatement upon returning to compliance with the renewal criteria found in
their scholarship letter.

Ave Maria University Grants

Awarded to undergraduate students who show considerable need as demonstrated by the

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).
Student Work Program

Students needing a job to help meet their education expenses may be eligible for employment
under the Ave Maria University Work program. A job fair is held at the beginning of every
Fall and Spring semester. The University does not place students in jobs; students will be
responsible for applying for jobs that are posted at the job fair. These include Federal Work
Study (for undergraduate students) and institutional student employment.

Ave Maria University Payment Plan

Students must make financial arrangements regarding their fees in order to secure their classes
after registration. The Ave Maria University Payment Plan allows parents and students to pay
tuition, fees, and housing costs on a monthly basis. The University offers families the option to
spread the remaining balance, after financial aid has been awarded, over a 5-month or 10-month
period. There is a $25 administrative fee per semester for the semi-annual payment plan.
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Financial Aid for International Students

The University offers a limited number of scholarships to qualified international undergraduate
students. Applications are accepted online for the Admissions Scholarship.

Federal and State Aid for Citizens and Eligible Non-Citizens

To receive federal funding, students must complete The Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA) at www.fafsa.ed.gov. To insure consideration for programs with limited funding,
file the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)/Renewal FAFSA between January
1and April 1. Undergraduate students may be eligible for federal funding based on the results
of the FAFSA for the following:

Federal Pell Grants

The Pell Grant is a need-based program that awards funds to undergraduate students who have
not earned a First Bachelor's degree. The maximum amount awarded annually for the 2011-2012
academic year is $5,550. The minimum amount is $555. The grant amount is based upon the
student’s Expected Family Contribution (EFC), enrollment status, and attendance for the year.
EFCs of $5,273 or less may be eligible for a Pell Grant.

Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (FSEOG)

The FSEOG is a federal grant for undergraduate students with exceptional financial need. In
order to qualify, students must qualify for a Pell Grant. Unlike Pell funding, which is guaranteed
to students who meet the application deadlines and other criteria, FSEOG funding is limited,
and awards are made as funds are available, with priority given to those students with the
lowest EFCs who applied by the priority deadline.

Federal Work Study Program (FWS)

The Federal Work Study program is designed to help undergraduate students with financial
need meet educational expenses through meaningful employment. The Department of
Human Resources posts available positions for students who qualify for Federal Work Study
funding find a part-time student employment position on campus or off campus at an approved
community service site. The amount earned cannot exceed the amount of the Federal Work
Study award.

Florida Postsecondary Student Assistance Grant Program (FSAG)

FSAG Postsecondary is a state, need-based grant program available to degree seeking,
undergraduate, Florida residents who demonstrate substantial financial need according to
FAFSA. Funding is limited for this program and awards are made as funds are available with
priority given to those students who applied by the priority deadline.

Florida Work Experience Program (FWEP)

The FWEP is a need-based program providing eligible Florida undergraduate students work
experience that will complement and reinforce the students’ educational and career goals.
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Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program

Ave Maria University is approved by the Florida Department of Education to participate in
the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program. Eligible Florida students must apply directly
to the Office of Student Financial Assistance of the Florida Department of Education (www.
myfloridaeducation.com/brfuture). Florida residency and submission of error-free FAFSA
required.

Federal Undergraduate Student Loans

Subsidized Stafford Loan

Award: Freshman undergraduate student annual maximum loan: $3,500; Sophomore
undergraduate student annual maximum loan: $4,500; Junior/Senior/sth year undergraduate
student annual maximum loan: $5,500. Students may receive up to an additional $2,000 in
Unsubsidized Stafford Loans upon request. Undergraduate dependent student total aggregate
maximum borrowing is $31,000 (maximum $23,000 Subsidized). Undergraduate independent
student total aggregate maximum borrowing is $57,500 (maximum $23,000 subsidized).

Eligibility: Full and half-time students. FAFSA filing determines eligibility. Applicants must
demonstrate financial need.

Renewal: Must reapply each new year with the FAFSA. Terms of Loan (See Stafford Loan Master
Promissory Note for details): No in-school interest charges or principal payments. Interest and
principal payments begin six months after graduation or enrollment of less than half-time. The
interest rate of the Stafford Loan varies annually, but will never exceed 8.25%.

Unsubsidized Stafford Loan

Award: Unsubsidized Stafford Loan limits are calculated in combination with any amounts
borrowed under the Subsidized Stafford Loan. Annual combined Stafford loan amounts
cannot exceed the following limits: dependent undergraduates--same as Subsidized Stafford
Loan limits; independent undergraduates--Freshman $9,500, Sophomore $10,500, Junior/
Senior/sth year $12,500.

Eligibility: The Unsubsidized Stafford Loan does not require financial need; however, the student
must file a FAFSA to first determine eligibility for the Subsidized Stafford Loan program. Students
are charged interest while enrolled in school on the Unsubsidized Stafford Loan; however,
students can elect to capitalize these in-school interest charges and defer them along with the
principal until six months after graduation or school enrollment of less than half-time.

Renewal: Must reapply each new year with the new academic year's FAFSA.
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Federal Graduate Student Loans

Subsidized Stafford Loan

Award: Graduate student annual maximum loan: $8,500 per year.

Eligibility: Full and half-time students. FAFSA filing determines eligibility. Applicants must
demonstrate financial need.

Renewal: Must reapply each new year with the FAFSA.

Unsubsidized Stafford Loan

Award: Unsubsidized Stafford Loan limits are calculated in combination with any amounts
borrowed under the Subsidized Stafford Loan. Annual combined Stafford loan amounts
cannot exceed $20,500 per year, and maximum aggregate $138,500 (no more of which can
be $65,500).

Eligibility: Full and half-time students. FAFSA filing determines eligibility.
Renewal: Must reapply each new year with the FAFSA.
Parent Loans for Undergraduate Student (PLUS)

Award: Up to the full cost of an Ave Maria University education minus other awarded scholarship/
financial aid. The Parent Loan (PLUS) is not a need-based loan, however, Ave Maria University

requires the filing of a FAFSA.

Eligibility: Parent(s) of dependent undergraduate students enrolled full-time or half-time.
The PLUS borrower must have a good credit history and ability to repay. The Department of
Education determines the eligibility of the parents through credit check.

Renewal: Must reapply each new year with PLUS Application/Promissory Note. Terms of Loan
(See Parent Loan (PLUS) Application/Promissory Note for details):

Alternative Loan Program

The Financial Aid Office provides information regarding various lenders or banks that offer
education loans as part of the Alternative Loan program. This loan program is not funded
by the federal government. Alternative Loans should only be considered as the last funding
resource, since these loans carry higher interest rates and less attractive terms compared to
the Federal Loan programs.
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Student Rights and Responsibilities regarding Financial Assistance

Current federal law requires each eligible institution participating in Title IV federal and
state financial aid programs to provide consumer product information about student financial
assistance and other institutional information.

The Student Has The Right:

Itis

To know all the federal, state, and University student financial assistance programs available,
including both need-based and non-need-based programs.

To know the policies, procedures, forms, deadlines, and eligibility requirements for financial
aid, and the criteria for selecting recipients and determining the amount of financial
assistance to be awarded to a student.

To know the policies, procedures, forms, deadlines, and eligibility requirements for a program
of study-abroad.

To know the costs of attending the University, how those costs are determined, and how
your student budget is developed.

To know how to apply for financial aid, what resources were considered in calculating your
financial need, how your FAFSA's Expected Family Contribution was determined, and how
much of your financial need has been met.

To know the standards required for maintaining Satisfactory Academic Progress for financial
aid eligibility, and how to petition for reinstatement of eligibility for Title IV federal and
state financial aid.

To know how and when disbursement of financial aid is made, the University’s refund policy,
and any refund due to Title IV federal/state and other student assistance programs.

To know the institution’s procedures for officially withdrawing from the University.

To know the terms and conditions of loans, employment, scholarships, grants, or benefit
programs you receive.

To know the policies and procedures used to maintain confidentiality of financial aid
records. Ave Maria University complies with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
of 1974.

To know who and how to contact the financial aid staff regarding information on financial
aid assistance programs.

To expect fair treatment: Ave Maria University's Financial Aid Office does not discriminate
on bases of race, color, sex, age, national origin, religion, sexual orientation, disability or
veteran status.

To know the names of the agencies that accredit, approve, or license the University and its
programs, and how these documents of accreditation may be reviewed.

To know the terms of, schedules for, and requirement of loan repayment, along with the
importance of loan exit counseling.

To know the terms and conditions of available loan deferments.

To know campus security policies and crime statistics.

To know what facilities and services are available to University students with disabilities.

the Student’s Responsibility:

To read and consider all information about the University before you enroll.

To complete accurately and honestly your Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA
or Renewal FAFSA), and all academic and financial aid eligibility information you submit
to the University. Providing false or misleading information is a criminal offense, subjecting
individuals to a $10,000 fine, imprisonment, or both.

To use any federal, state, University, or private scholarship/financial aid received solely
for expenses related to attendance at Ave Maria University or an approved study abroad
program.
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+ To comply with aid verification requirements by providing verification or additional
information as requested by the Financial Aid Office, and submit FAFSA corrections or
new information, as appropriate.

To read, understand and accept responsibility for all forms or agreements you sign. We
recommend you keep copies for your records.

To report to the Financial Aid Office if you are in default on a student loan or if you owe a
refund or repayment on any educational grant received from any school.

To notify your student loan lender(s) of changes in your name, address, and school
status.

To know and comply with the University policies, practices, and procedures as they relate
to financial aid: withdrawal, class attendance, refund/repayment, satisfactory academic
progress, debt management, and enrollment status for aid disbursement.

To keep your address and phone number current with the Office of Academic Records.
The Ave Maria University Student email is the official form of communication used by the
Financial Aid Office in terms of Award and documentation requests. Students should keep
their email boxes under the maximum size in order to receive Correspondence without
interruption.

Financial Aid Cancellation

The Financial Aid Office reserves the right on behalf of Ave Maria University to increase,
decrease or cancel an award due to changes in housing, aid sources, income/assets, academics,
regulations, appropriations or processing errors.

University Withdrawal/Enrollment Changes
If you withdraw from the University or drop classes within an enrollment period, keep the
following points in mind:

1. Towithdraw or drop classes officially, students must contact the Office of Academic Records
and follow all required official withdrawal/drop procedures.

2. If you leave the University and do not formally withdraw, you will be assigned a grade of
“F” (failure) for all courses for which you were registered.

3. Withdrawal or dropping classes does not eliminate your financial obligation to the University.
You are still responsible for any charges owed to the University at the time you withdraw
or drop classes, based on the University’s tuition and housing refund policies.

4. There are specific federal, state, and University withdrawal/drop policies regarding tuition
and fees, housing charges, refunds to financial aid programs, and repayments, which result
from withdrawal from enrollment. Consult the Financial Aid Office for details.

Return of Title IV Funds

If you receive financial aid, and subsequently do not enroll at Ave Maria University, or enroll and
then withdraw from the University, you may be required to return financial aid funds received.
The Financial Aid Office must calculate the amount of financial aid you have “earned” prior to
withdrawing or canceling your registration. Any aid received in excess of the earned amount
is considered “unearned”. This unearned financial aid must be returned to the programs from
which they were disbursed. This amount is jointly shared by Ave Maria University and the
student, and is based on your official withdrawal date or the date all classes were dropped.

If you decide not to attend a term, you must notify the Office of Academic Records of your
change of enrollment. Failure to notify may disqualify you from receiving a refund of tuition/
fees, which will result in a greater liability for financial aid disbursed and/or applied to your
student account.
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Status Changes

Any change in name, address, aid sources, enrollment or other changes to student status
must be reported immediately to the Financial Aid Office. Changes in the family’s financial
circumstances may be submitted to the Financial Aid Office at any time for review, to receive
consideration for assistance adjustments.

Enrollment Status

Eligibility for Financial Aid programs requires a minimum period enrollment. In general, University
and state scholarships/grants require consecutive full-time degree seeking enrollment, and
federal programs require at least a half-time enrollment status, except for the Pell Grant
program.

Federal Aid Programs General Information

The U.S. Department of Education has the following major Student Financial Assistance (SFA)
Programs: Federal Pell Grant, Stafford Loans, PLUS Loans, and Consolidation Loans. Grants
are financial aid that you do not have to pay back. Loans are borrowed money that you must
repay with interest.

Student Eligibility for Federal Student Aid Programs

To receive aid from one or more of these federal student aid programs, the student must:

Demonstrate FAFSA financial need, except in the case of some loan programs.
Have a high school diploma or a General Education Development (GED) Certificate, or
meet other established state standards approved by the U.S. Department of Education.
Be enrolled or accepted for enrollment as a regular student working toward a degree.
Be a U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen.
Have a valid Social Security Number.
Make satisfactory academic progress.

- Sign a statement on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) certifying that
you will use federal student aid only for educational purposes.
Sign a statement on the FAFSA certifying that you are not in default on a federal student
loan and that you do not owe money back on a federal student grant.

+ Register with the Selective Service, if required.

When you apply for aid from the federal student aid programs, the U.S. Department of Education
verifies some of your information with the following federal agencies:
+ Social Security Administration (for verification of Social Security Numbers and U.S.

citizenship status).
Selective Service System (for verification of Selective Service registration status, if
applicable).
Immigration and Naturalization Service (for verification of eligible non-citizenship status, if
applicable).
Department of Justice (for verification that a student has not been denied Federal student
aid by the courts as a result of a drug-related conviction).
Veterans' Administration (for verification of veteran’s status, for dependency status
determination).
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Federal, University, & State Aid Refund Policies & Procedures

All Federal need-based Student Aid Refund Policies and Procedures require that if a student
withdraws from all classes prior to the date when 60% of the enrollment period’s class days
have passed, a student’s federal student aid for that enrollment period is subject to adjustment.
The adjustment of the student’s federal student aid is determined by calculating the percentage
of federal aid earned for the number of class days the student was enrolled for the enrollment
period. This percentage determines the amount of federal student aid the student earned for
the enrollment period with the unearned balance being returned to the federal aid program(s).
University-Funded Aid Refund Policies and Procedures mandate that if a student withdraws from
all classes within an enrollment period, aid programs funded from these sources are adjusted by
the percentage, if any, used to adjust the student’s tuition charges for the enrollment period. If,
after all required Refund adjustments are made, a student account balance results, the student
will be mailed a student account bill detailing all adjustments.

Florida Bright Futures recipients must repay the State of Florida for dropped or withdrawn
courses regardless of the date in the semester.

Note: If a student’s federal aid adjustment requires the return/refund of loan funds previously
refunded to the student, the student will be responsible to repay these funds to the source as
delineated on the loan’s promissory note. Excess loan funds not previously refunded to the
student would be returned to the source.

Withdrawal from the University

Refund Policy

When considering the refund of excess funds on a student’s account, Ave Maria University must
have received all deferred sources of payment necessary to pay the account in full. These include
outside scholarships and grants, student and/or parent loans, monthly payment plans, and any
other sources of deferred payments upon which the student’s registration was based.

Withdrawal Financial Credit

Itis the student’s responsibility to notify formally the Office of Academic Records and to follow
proper procedures when withdrawing from the University. Failure to pay fees and/or failure to
attend class, does NOT constitute an official withdraw from Ave Maria University. An official
withdraw form must be fully completed by the student, dated, and signed by all designated
offices and the Office of Academic Records before leaving campus. Students dismissed or
suspended by Ave Maria University will not be entitled to a refund.

Students are eligible for a refund of tuition, fees, and room and board charges if they withdraw
officially from the course of study according to the following schedule:

Withdrawal/Drop Date Fee % Reassessed  Fee % Due to University
During the first week of classes 100% 0%

During the 2" week of classes 75% 25%

During the 3 week of classes 50% 50%

During the 4" week of classes 25% 75%

During the 5% week of classes 0% 100%

No refunds will be granted after the start of the fifth week of the semester.
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Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) Requirements

Federal regulations mandate that all students demonstrate satisfactory progress toward a
degree or certificate to be eligible for financial assistance under the Title IV programs. To
monitor this statutory requirement, Ave Maria University (AMU) has developed a policy which
includes three required measures of progress:

1). Maximum Time Frame;
2). Pace of Completion; and
3). Qualitative Measure of Progress.

The AMU Satisfactory Academic Progress policy will be applied consistently to all financial aid
applicants regardless of whether they had previously received financial aid. Compliance with
policy requirements will be checked at the end of each term of enrollment. Due to the short
time period between academic years (summer ends the academic year, fall begins the academic
year), if it is determined that you are not meeting the policy requirements you may not receive
written notification until classes begin. For this reason, it is important that you understand the
measures of the policy and how it relates to your academic record at AMU.

MAXIMUM TIME FRAME:

Students in programs requiring 128 hours for graduation will be eligible for financial aid during
the first 192 (12 semesters) attempted hours as an undergraduate, including any transferred hours
accepted toward for credit toward the degree. Eligibility for financial aid ends once students
reach this maximum time frame.

PACE OF COMPLETION:

At the end of each semester, students must have earned a minimum of 66.7% of cumulative
attempted credits. This completion percentage is applicable to both undergraduate and graduate
students. Successful completion of courses is defined as having received a grade of A, B, C,
D or P. Unsatisfactory grades are “F,” “WF,” “W,” or “I.” Courses audited may not be used to
qualify for financial aid and are not counted toward the attempted and earned hours. Transfer
credits are calculated in cumulative pace of completion.

QUALITATIVE MEASURE OF PROGRESS:

All students must maintain a minimum Cumulative Grade Point Average (CGPA), determined
by the grade level at which they are classified.

Freshman/Sophomore students who have attempted less than 64 credit hours must meet the
minimum grade point average requirements for continued enrollment eligibility as specified
in the AMU catalog.

Junior/Senior students must have a minimum of 2.0 CGPA and must maintain at least a 2.0
CGPA for the duration of their undergraduate enrollment.

Second Baccalaureate, MA Theology, and PhD students must maintain a minimum 2.0 CGPA
at AMU for all coursework attempted.
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WARNING, SUSPENSION, AND PROBATION

Warning: Students who do not meet one or more of the requirements for all three standards
will be placed on financial aid warning until the next review.

Suspension: Students who fail to meet the satisfactory academic standards of progress at the
end of the warning term will be placed on suspension and will be ineligible to receive financial
aid until they meet the minimum GPA and/or completion rate requirements.

Probation: If a student submits a Petition for Reinstatement based on mitigating circumstances
(as explained below), the student may be granted one semester on a probationary status in
which financial aid will be disbursed to the student.

ELIGIBILITY
Mitigating Circumstances

Students who do not meet the minimum satisfactory academic progress requirements may
request reinstatement of their eligibility based on any of the circumstances listed below.
Request for reinstatement must be made in writing (see Petition section). Approval is NOT
guaranteed.

Death/lliness of an immediate family member
Personal injury/illness

Physical disability

Other extraordinary/extenuating circumstances

O O O O

Petition: Students seeking reinstatement of their eligibility to receive financial aid must complete
a Satisfactory Academic Progress Petition of Reinstatement and attach all required supporting
documentation. Notification of action taken by the Office of Financial Aid Reinstatement
Committee will be made by mail within 15 days of the request.

Note: Financial Aid for the current academic year will be awarded at the time of reinstatement
providing funds are still available. All costs of attendance incurred during the period of time in
which a student is suspended are the sole responsibility of the student.

ADDITIONAL POLICIES

Withdrawals:

Students who withdraw from school while receiving financial aid will be subject to the
provisions of the Refund and Repayment Policy and may be required to repay part or all of
the aid received. In addition, withdrawals will affect the pace measure of progress. Students
who fail to complete any courses in any given semester (0% completion rate) will be placed
on Financial Aid suspension.

Incomplete/Repeated Courses:
Students who receive an Incomplete (“I") grade or who repeat courses will be ineligible to

receive aid beyond the time frame for the completion of a degree regardless of whether they
have completed the necessary course requirements for the degree.
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Educational Benefits For Veterans

Chapter 30 -Montgomery Gl Bill - served Active Duty in the regular Armed Forces

Chapter 1606 -Montgomery Gl Bill for qualified members of the Reserves or National Guard
Chapter 31 -Veterans Vocational Rehabilitation for veterans with a service-connected
disability

Chapter 33 -Post 9/11 Veterans Educational Assistance Act—served at least 90 days of aggregate
service after September 11, 2001 OR received a discharge for a service-related disability after
30 days of service following September 11, 2001

Chapter 35—Dependents and Survivors of Veterans Educational Assistance Program

Responsibilities of the Student Receiving Veteran Educational Benefits

. Notify the Office of Academic Records of your intended enrollment each semester and
summer.

. Notify the Office of Academic Records of any change in course load (drop, add, withdrawal)
within one week of the change. This will help eliminate or reduce potential overpayment
of benefits.

. Notify the Office of Academic Records of your current campus address and phone number
and any change of address.

. Notify the Office of Academic Records of any change in major.

If your Reserve or National Guard unit is activated and you must leave the university for a
period of time, you must notify the Office of Academic Records of your last date of attendance.
You must also provide a copy of your federal activation orders. The above office will notify
your professors. If you withdraw due to activation during the semester, financial aid will be
returned, you will be withdrawn with “W” grades, and you will not be charged for tuition/fees
for the term although you will incur room and board charges if applicable. If you received Gl
Bill benefits, you will be permitted to keep funds received. Entitlement for those months will
not be counted. Your 10-year delimiting date may be extended for the number of months you
were activated.

TERMINATION OF BENEFITS

Class attendance: The Office of Academic Records will monitor class attendance via your
professors. Students who do not attend on a regular basis, stop attending, or withdraw (officially
or unofficially) will be reported to the Atlanta Regional Processor. Such notification may include
a last date of attendance for each class, and may result in adjustment or termination of your
Gl Bill eligibility. You should have a drop/withdrawal form signed by the Office of Academic
Reocrds to minimize Gl Bill overpayment.

Academic Probation/Suspension and Gl Bill eligibility: A student who is placed on academic
probation (or probation combined with academic suspension) for two consecutive semesters
at Ave Maria University, will have his/her Gl Bill benefits terminated.

In addition:
. Affected students will be notified that their benefits have been terminated.
. If the student re-enrolls or continues enrollment for subsequent semesters, the student

will be certified for the subsequent semester(s) PROVIDED the student completes the
appropriate VA forms (available in the Office of Academic Records).

. Termination of benefits is NOT limited to one time at the University. Benefits will be
terminated if the recipient re-enrolls and is subsequently placed on probation/suspension
during two semesters of enrollment.
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Academic Suspension: A student who is placed on academic suspension willimmediately have
his/her Gl Bill benefits terminated.

EDUCATION BENEFITS OVERPAYMENTS

An overpayment may result if you receive a grade of I, WF, and AU which are not used in
computing requirements for your degree program/graduation or if you repeat a course in which
you previously received a passing grade, unless a higher grade in that course is required for
graduation. Additional causes for overpayments are the following: stopping attending classes;
withdrawal from school; information is received from professors which indicates you stopped
attending or have not attended class.

Avoiding Education Overpayments
To avoid overpayment of benefits, veterans and dependents must immediately report to the
Office of Academic Records any change in credit hours, drop/add, withdrawal or termination

of attendance.

. All overpayments must be repaid to the Department of Veteran Affairs (DVA).

. Failure to repay an overpayment will result in adverse credit and debt collection may be
turned over to a collection agency or the IRS.
. Contact the Office of Academic Records before you cash your next check if you suspect a

change in credit load or termination of attendance could result in an overpayment. Obtain
signature of the Office of Academic Records on any drop card or withdrawal form.

Applying for Veterans Educational Benefits

The preferred application method for all education benefits is the “VONAPP,” the Veterans
Online Application, available at http://vabenefitsvbava.gov/vonapp/main.asp. Applications and
appropriate documentation should be completed at least 8-12 weeks prior to your semester
starting date to ensure timely processing. Application materials completed by paper should
be forwarded to the Regional Processing Office in Atlanta. Gl Bill checks (with the exception
of Chapter 33 tuition payments) are sent directly to the student, not the University.

Application Procedures

New Applicants under Chapter 30 or1606: If you qualify for the Chapter 30 or 1606 educational
benefit program and have never used it before, you will complete an original Application for
VA Education Benefits at the Office of Academic Records. In addition, you will be required to
provide one or more of the following documents:

. courthouse-certified (by the Court Recorder) copy #4 of DD214 (Chapter 30 applicants)

. signed copy of completed NOBE (Notice of Basic Eligibility) form, issued by Reserve/
Guard unit (Chapter 1606 applicants)

. if eligible for a “kicker”, copy of Kicker Contract.

New Applicants under Chapter 33: the same documents required of Chapter 30 applicants
(see above) are required; Chapter 33 applicants must also select the appropriate Benefits
Chapter on the application form, as well as acknowledge that they understand this is an
irrevocable election.
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New Applicants under Chapter 35: You will be required to submit an original application, and
must supply the name, social security number, date of birth, and claim or service number of the
veteran. If you have already established eligibility for Chapter 35, you must supply your claim
number and/or a copy of your Certificate of Eligibility.

New Applicants under Chapter 31: Eligibility for Chapter 31, Veterans Vocational Rehabilitation,
is determined by the Veterans Vocational Rehabilitation counselor. Once Chapter 31 benefits
have been approved, the school will be sent an authorization form to complete. Student
Accounts Office will be notified for billing purposes, and the Bookstore will be notified that
the student may purchase books.

Transfer Students: Students who have previously used the above benefits must complete a
Change of School/Program form at the Office of Academic Records.

Payment Methods:

. Regular Pay: check is sent to the student after each month is completed.

. Advance Pay: the student is paid in advance for the first partial and first full month of
attendance (advance paychecks may be picked up at the Business Office at the beginning
of the semester). Subsequent checks are sent after each month is completed.

Students should phone in their enrollment information 1-877-823-2378 and verify via web site
www.gibillva.gov, under subsection WAVE.

Educational Benefits for Spouses & Dependents of Veterans

Chapter 35 - Survivors and Dependents Education Benefits

Survivors of deceased veterans, spouses of living veterans and children of either who are
between 18 and 26 years of age may be eligible if the veteran’s death or permanent/total
disability was the result of service in the Armed Forces. Eligibility of spouses generally extends
to 10 years from the date of death or establishment of total disability. In certain cases, the age
limit for children may be extended.

For more information please contact the Department of Veterans Affairs:
1-888-442-4551 or www.gibillva.gov.
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IV. Student Life

Young people are surely your nation’s greatest treasure. ... That is why
they urgently need an all-round education which will enable them to reject
cynicism and selfishness and grow into their full stature as informed, wise
and morally responsible members of the community.

—Pope John Paul ll, from his Welcome to U.S. Ambassador on September 13, 2001

A Unique Community of Academics and Faith

Ave Maria University offers students the opportunity to be part of an academic environment
that combines the pursuit of academic excellence with an emphasis on building a supportive,
faith-filled, close-knit community. The University’s low student-to-faculty ratio enables instructors
to give informed, personal guidance to their students and allows students to form friendships
with each other. Students experience a balanced way of life, in which their decisions are
informed by both faith and reason.

Spiritual Life

As a Catholic community of scholars, we understand that the ultimate aim of our lives is union
with God in Christ. Our intellectual mission as students, faculty and staff is embedded in this
higher and deeper vocation. We therefore place the sacramental life of the Church at the very
heart of our communal life, and commit ourselves to doing everything possible to deepen,
strengthen, refine and increase our life of faith, as individuals and as a body of believers.

Office of Campus Ministry

The Office of Campus Ministry at the University brings together students, faculty, and staff
for prayer, worship, and learning. Through its many services and programs, the Office of
Campus Ministry strives to help students integrate spiritual, academic, and personal growth.
The sacramental life of the Ave Maria University Community is provided by the Parish of Ave
Maria Oratory.

The Director of Campus Ministry is a Catholic priest whose full-time responsibility is the
pastoral care of the entire University community. He provides regular sacramental ministry
and spiritual counseling, as well as help and support to students in times of crisis or guidance
in making decisions.

University Retreat Program

The Office of Mission and Outreach also seeks to develop future leaders for society and for the
Church. This is done through a variety of retreat activities including co-ed, men’s and women's
retreats, Ignatian retreats and such. Other opportunities for spiritual growth include extra-
curricular lectures, workshops, Holy Hours, mission trips and opportunities for involvement in
ministry to the University community.

Works of Mercy

The Office of Mission and Outreach encourages students to find opportunities to serve the poor,
the infirm, and the elderly in the local community. New initiatives to perform works of mercy
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in the local area are very welcome. See the Director of Mission and Qutreach for information
about existing student apostolates, or for support in starting something new.

Households

A household is a group of normally three to 15 male, or female, students who mutually support
one another by spending time together in prayer and recreation. Households are not meant to
divert students from their studies, friendships, or other personally fulfilling pursuits, but rather
are designed to help them flourish in these areas. If you are interested in joining a household,
contact the Office of Student Life.

Student Government

Students collectively developed and implemented the first student government at Ave Maria
University in 2003. Student government service provides valuable leadership experience and
opportunity for students to participate in University operations through their representatives.
The representatives are chosen by election from the student body on an annual basis. Student
Government also coordinates the process for funding student organizations and clubs and other
student-led activities and events.

Study Abroad Programs

Ave Maria University offers two study abroad programs in which students may participate:
our Nicaraguan program at the Ave Maria University, Latin American Campus in San Marcos,
Nicaragua and a Rome program that is operated by the St. Thomas More College of Liberal Arts,
New Hampshire. Participation in these programs must be approved by the student’s faculty
advisor and may be difficult to combine with the requirements of certain majors.

Students are given the opportunity to apply for admission into these programs for one semester.
For both programs, the courses are taught in English. Costs for these programs include an
extra fee in addition to the regular tuition at the Ave Maria University home campus. Further
expenses include transportation and personal spending and travel.

To be eligible for the study abroad program, students must have spent at least one semester
at Ave Maria University, have a 2.5 cumulative GPA, and cannot be on disciplinary probation.
A period of one semester must take place without a major infraction for those who have been
on disciplinary probation before applying. For more information on these programs, or to apply
to participate in this unique experience, please contact the Office of Student Life.

Residential Life

Residential Life is a key part of the overall education at Ave Maria University. It provides
a rare and wonderful opportunity to develop life-long friendships and enjoy company and
surroundings that support and encourage Ave Maria students in their faith and vocation. The
over-arching principle governing life in the residence halls is courtesy toward others. This means
that students behave in a way that reflects awareness of, and thoughtfulness toward, others
with whom they live. The residence halls should be places where students can flourish in their
vocation, places characterized by an atmosphere that mingles warm, free-flowing friendship
with religious devotion and intellectual seriousness.

In each residence hall, there is a live-in professional Residence Director (RD). A student
Resident Assistant (RA) lives on each floor. They are responsible for overseeing the life of the
hall, fostering a good living environment, addressing the needs of the residents, maintaining
order and enforcing rules.
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Residency Requirement

The Board of Trustees of Ave Maria University has created a residency requirement for all
undergraduate students unless they are married, over the age of 23 or living with parents within
a commutable distance of 45 miles. In extreme circumstances, the Student Affairs Committee
may approve an exception. Students in such circumstances should contact the Office of
Residence Life. Residents are advised strongly not to sign outside contracts or leases until
they have been formally notified of their release.

Dining

Ave Maria University hold community meals in the highest regard. Enjoying meals with other
students and faculty members builds and forms a deeper sense of community. All resident
students are required to participate in the meal plan. Students may use their meal plan for
breakfast, lunch and dinner in the Dining Hall. Meals may also be purchased at the Gyrene
Galley.

Meal Plan Exemption

Food Services has the ability to serve most special dietary needs and is willing to work out
menus for those students requiring a special diet due to medical reasons. A student who has
a medically documented condition that requires exemption from the meal plan must apply for
the exemption no later than August 1st for the Fall semester and November 1st for the Spring
semester. An application packet for exemption from the meal plan may be obtained from the

Office of Student Life.

Residence Directors

Residence Directors are professional staff members responsible for the operation of the
residence hall to which they are assigned. They supervise the staff of Resident Assistants, advise
hall governments, assist households, ensure students’ rights and responsibilities, oversee the
physical condition of the buildings, support programs and maintain communications with the
Office of Residence Life and the rest of the University community. Residence Directors live in
apartments in their residence halls.

The Residence Life staff is concerned about each student’s well-being. Any concerns, questions,
or problems should be addressed to the Residence Directors or Assistants. They are trained
to assist all students and handle emergency situations.

Resident Assistants

Resident Assistants live in each building. They are students who have attended Ave Maria
University for at least one semester and have a thorough understanding of campus resources
and events. They strive to be leaders assisting other students to make their Ave Maria University
experience the best it can be.

Common Hours

Each residence hall has designated common rooms for the use of the residents and their guests
for gatherings, television viewing, group study sessions, prayer meetings, etc. Common rooms
are open to the residents of that residence hall 24 hours per day. Intervisitation is limited to
certain Common Hours. During Common Hours, members of the opposite sex may only be
on the floor or the wing where the common area is located and may not linger in the halls.
Moreover, members of the opposite sex must be escorted by a member of the residence hall
at all times.
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Courtesy/Quiet Hours
The purpose of Courtesy Hours is to be considerate of fellow students’ desires to sleep, study
and pray. Courtesy Hours are in effect at all times and, therefore, excessive noise (e.g., loud music
and yelling) is never acceptable. Violations of Courtesy Hours will be dealt with accordingly.
An extra effort to observe Courtesy Hours must be made during Quiet Hours.

Sunday - Thursday: 9:00 p.m. - 10:00 a.m.

Friday - Saturday: 11:00 p.m. - 10:00 a.m.

Visitors

All members of the campus community have responsibility for helping secure the community
welfare by communicating to visitors and guests. Students are not to permit a nonresident or a
guest to remain in or use the campus facilities, including rooms, for more than three consecutive
nights on campus. As a host, you must obtain permission from your roommate(s) before a guest
is permitted to stay in your room. Rooms should not exceed a safe and manageable occupancy
as determined by the University. Any visitor request must be made at least 24 hours in advance.
A Visitor/Guest Form is available at the Residence Assistant Office.

Students are responsible for the behavior of their guests and incidents which occur in their
rooms; therefore, guest must have a host or be escorted while in the building. This responsibility
includes charges for any damages incurred. If you are concerned about a guest’s behavior, you
may need to assert yourself or contact a Residence Life staff member for assistance.

Official Recognition of Student Organizations

The constitutions of all student organizations must be submitted to the Director of Student
Life for official recognition. A guide for drafting a constitution is available from the Office of
Student Life.

Faculty/Staff Advisors to Student Clubs

Each student organization officially recognized by the University must have a full-time faculty
member or administrator as its advisor. The Director of Student Life approves advisors in
consultation with the Vice President of Student Affairs.

Student Complaint/Grievance Policy

To resolve conflicts or process grievances with respect to any of the areas and departments
of Ave Maria University, students may complete a Student Complaint Form. This form may
be obtained from the Office of Student Life. This form allows students to list complaints or

concerns, as well as offersuggestions for resolution. Completed forms should be submitted to
the Office of Student

Life and will be reviewed by the Dean of Student Affairs, as well as the respective office
responsible for the student life area involved in the grievance. Completion of the entire form
is necessary to process complaints. Items submitted will be reviewed on a weekly basis and
responded to as needed. Serious or reoccurring complaints will be addressed at the next
Student Affairs Committee Meeting.

Ave Maria University is committed to maintaining a learning environment which promotes student
academic excellence and personal development. The above procedure allows students to appeal
actions taken by the department which directly affect the student. Students who wish to appeal
a specific administrative decision should contact the Dean of Students or his designee.

Students who have a concern about their academic advisement or other academic issues,
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including an action based upon academic policies, procedures, or deadlines, should contact the
Dean of Faculty. Appeals of grades must be submitted by the thirtieth day of the subsequent
semester. Student concerns or complaints pertaining to the offices of Admissions, Financial Aid,
or the Coordinator of Records should be directed to the Vice President of Academic Affairs.

Students who have a general complaint pertaining to University policies, procedures, or
personnel should provide a written statement outlining the nature of the complaint to the Vice
President of Student Affairs.

Students who have a general complaint pertaining to security or facilities should direct their
questions to the Director of Security and Physical Plant.

Students who have a general complaint pertaining to information and technology and systems
should direct their complaint to the Vice President of Systems and Engineering.

Student complaints concerning sexual, racial, disability, and other harassment should be filed
with the Director of Security. When the charge of harassment is by one student against another,
the complaint should be filed with the Dean of Students.

In every instance, the appropriate individual will investigate the complaint, seek an equitable
solution, and respond to the student in a timely manner. To the extent that the complaints are
recorded and/or submitted in writing to the office of Student Life, they are filed and kept with
the Vice President of Student Affairs.

If the student wishes to appeal the decision of the Student Life office, they may appeal
through the office of Dean of Student Affairs, or an ad hoc appeals board, said appeal to be
held at that committee’s next regularly scheduled meeting. A further appeal can be made to
the President of the University, whose judgment will be final with respect to the University’s
position on the matter. In the event of an unresolved conflict, an appeal could be made to the
Commission for Independent Education, State Department of Education 325 W. Gaines Street,
Suite 1414, Tallahassee, FL 32399 or call toll free 888-244-6684 For additional information, visit
the commissions website at fldoe.org. Ave Maria University license number is 3011. An inquiry
could also be addressed to the American Academy for Liberal Education (Accreditation Status)
at 1050 17th Street, NW,Suite 400, Washington, DC 20036: phone: 202-452-8611; fax: 202-452-
8620; website: www.aale.org and/or the Commission on Colleges, Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools (Candidacy Status) at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, GA 30033; phone:
404-679-4500; fax: 404-679-4558; website: www.sacscoc.org

When an Academic Grievance is filed, every effort is made to resolve the alleged grievance in
a professional manner at the appropriate level. If not resolved there, the aggrieved party can
appeal the matter to the Dean of Faculty. If the matter still remains unresolved it should be
forwarded to the Vice President of Academic Affairs; if a resolution is not possible, the matter
will be referred to the University Council.

Hazing Policy

Hazing is defined as any conduct or initiation into an organization that willfully or recklessly
endangers the physical or mental health of the person involved. Both the imposition and
employment of hazing is a criminal act and is prohibited.

Clubs and Organizations
A student organization is defined as a group of students joined in the pursuit of a common
purpose, guided by an approved constitution under the direction of chosen officers, and officially
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recognized by the University. Students are urged to take an active role in student organizations,
since such activity contributes to their total education as a whole person, and the educational
goals of Ave Maria University.

Student Publications
A student newspaper and the University yearbook are planned and will be managed by students
with staff oversight through the Office of Student Life.

Intramural Sports

The purpose of the intramural sports program is to provide a safe and enjoyable arena of
organized recreational activities that meet the needs of students. These activities provide
team competitions at a non-varsity and non-club level.

Intercollegiate Athletics and Club Sports

Ave Maria University sponsors the following intercollegiate athletic teams: men’s baseball, men’s
basketball, men’s golf, men’s soccer, women's basketball, women'’s golf, women'’s soccer, women'’s
softball, and women’s volleyball. Intercollegiate competition takes place largely through the Sun
Conference of the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA). Club sports are
sponsored in rugby, swimming and tennis. Please contact the Office of Athletics for further
information (www.amuathletics.com).

Smoking
All University buildings and residence halls are designated “No Smoking” areas. Smoking near
open windows or doorways is prohibited as well.

Career Counseling

The Career Counseling Center assists students to make career decisions, choose majors,
plan internships, prepare resumes and cover letters, and learn effective interviewing skills and
methods to follow up with letters or phone calls. These services are for all students and alumni.
Students can make arrangements to take online career assessment tests and review results with
a Career Counselor. You may contact a Career Counselor by calling 239-280-1654 or via email
at careerservices@avemaria.edu. The Career Services web page offers career development
and employment resources located at: www.avemaria.edu/careerservices.

Adaptive Resource Center

Ave Maria University is committed to ensuring that all qualified individuals with disabilities have
the opportunity to take part in educational and employment programs and services on an equal
basis. It is the policy of Ave Maria University to extend reasonable accommodations to known
limitations of qualified individuals with documented disability. The documentation specified
in the Disability Documentation Guidelines must be submitted along with the Request for
Accommodations forms to the Adaptive Resource Center two weeks prior to the start of classes.
You may read the full text of this policy at: www.avemaria.edu/policyanddocumentation.

Students requesting services to compensate for a disability must meet with the Adaptive
Resource Center Counselor within the first two weeks of the semester. Itis the responsibility of
the student to make their needs known and to provide appropriate documentation of a disability.
Accordingly, Ave Maria University will adhere to all applicable federal and state laws, regulations,
and guidelines with respect to providing reasonable physical and academic accommodations for
the purpose of affording equal access and opportunity to qualified individuals with a documented
disability. Reasonable accommodations are made on an individual and flexible basis, and will
be provided in a timely and cost effective manner. For further information visit: www.avemaria.
edu/ARC or, to schedule an appointment, please call (239) 280-1654.
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Psychological Counseling

Clinical counseling consists of helping students to understand their problems and guiding
students to resolve them. Some of the common concerns of college students that this office
addresses involve: stress and time management, adjustment, alcohol/drugs, anger, anxiety,
isolation, and suicidal thoughts. Services are available on campus by a licensed clinician, who
can also provide referrals and linkage to local psychiatrists and other mental health support
services as needed. This is a neutral office, where all services and support are provided with
strict confidentiality consistent with state laws. For further information or to schedule an
appointment, please contact the Counseling Services Office at (239) 280-1654 or email the
completed counseling intake form located at: www.avemaria.edu/healthandwellness.

Campus Security Policies

The Campus Security Department provides physical security, fire protection and prevention,
emergency first aid, safety programs and inspections, and the investigation and enforcement
of violations of the policies of the University and criminal offenses occurring on Ave Maria
University property. Any actions on the part of the students that pose a threat to the safety
and welfare of the University will be investigated by Campus Security, and a report will be made
to the Director of Campus Security.

Students should have their identification cards on their person at all times while on campus
and present them at the request of a security guard. Students are expected to cooperate with
campus security guards in the performance of their duties. Anyone witnessing a crime or any
suspicious activity is requested to notify the Campus Security Office immediately. The identity
of the caller will be protected if so desired.

Visitor Policy

In an effort to provide a safe and secure living environment for the Ave Maria University

community, the following Visitor Policy was created in a joint effort between the Campus

Security Department and the Office of Student Life:

1. All Ave Maria University students, faculty and staff must have their photo ID cards on
their person at all times.

2. All foot traffic and unexpected guests will be directed to register at the Visitors Center
during regular business hours, e.g., visitors seeking campus tours.

Enforcement

Campus security personnel are authorized and directed to enforce all security, safety, motor
vehicle, traffic and parking regulations contained herein and promulgated by the Campus
Security Department. Failure to comply with the directions of security personnel acting
in the performance of their duties is a serious violation of University regulations. Campus
Security may require any person on campus, including an owner, operator, or passenger of a
motor vehicle to produce identification. Refusal to identify oneself is a serious violation of
University regulations.

Reporting Criminal Activity

Campus Security can be reached by dialing 239-280-6289. A security guard is on duty 24
hours a day. Police, Fire and Emergency Medical Services are provided by Collier County. All
emergency services can be summoned by calling 911.

For safety’s sake, all members of the Ave Maria University community are encouraged to report
all incidents of criminal activity and suspicious persons to Campus Security. Campus Security
will respond as well as contact the appropriate agencies if needed. The following guidelines
should be enforced when reporting an incident to the University.
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EMERGENCIES

Campus emergencies should be reported directly to the 911 emergency telephone system.
After contacting 911, Campus Security should be contacted to help coordinate emergency
services response and to generate an incident report. Examples of such emergencies would
be a serious medical situation or a serious crime in progress. Due to the patrol patterns and
varied shifts of Campus Security, you should always dial 911 first to save precious time in the
event of a life-threatening emergency.

NON-EMERGENCIES

Non-emergency communication with Campus Security can be achieved by calling 239-280-6289.
Examples of a non-emergency would be missing property, damage to property, minor injury,
suspicious person, non-injury auto accident in a campus parking area, found property, etc. All
emergencies should be reported to the 91 telephone system.

Weapons Policy

Ave Maria University prohibits the possession or control of any weapon on campus including,
but not limited to, firearms, deadly weapons, explosive devices, fireworks, metal knuckles,
billy-clubs, and knives prohibited by state and federal law, except as required in the lawful
course of business or authorized by the Campus Security Director. Additionally, the State
of Florida prohibits the possession of a concealed weapon in any dormitory or classroom of
the University. Violators of this policy are subject to penalties under any applicable state and
federal laws as well as sanctions from the University. A copy of Ave Maria University's Campus
Weapons-Free Policy will be distributed to all students, staff and faculty at the beginning of
the academic year.

Fire Safety Equipment

Tampering with fire safety equipment is against the law and considered a major infraction of
Ave Maria University policy because it compromises the safety of our residents and visitors.
Such tampering is a second degree felony in the State of Florida.

Emergency Procedures
The Director of Residence Life and the Residence Directors are responsible for organizing and
fully informing students about emergency procedures, including fire drills, etc.

Alcohol and Drug Policy

Students are prohibited from using, possessing, manufacturing, or transporting narcotics or any
type of illegal drugs. Students 21 years of age and older may have alcohol in their apartments.
Ave Maria University recognizes its duty to uphold the laws of the State of Florida. Students
are reminded that violations of state and federal laws may be misdemeanors or felonies. Any
violations of the law or this policy will be reported to the appropriate law enforcement agency
and student judicial council. Ave Maria University recognizes that alcohol and drug dependence
is anillness, and University officials may make treatment recommendations in lieu of or in addition
to any imposed sanctions. A copy of Ave Maria’s Drug and Alcohol Policy will be given to all
students, staff and faculty at the beginning of the academic year.
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Sexual Assault and Sexual Harassment Prevention
Ave Maria University is committed to providing a safe and secure campus environment free
from intimidation and the fear of falling victim to sexual harassment or assault. Members of
the Ave Maria University community are encouraged to avail themselves of special programs
offered by campus departments designed to assist, educate and promote crime awareness and
prevention strategies. These programs can also provide valuable assistance to those who have
fallen victim to such crimes. These departments are as follows:

1. Campus Security

2. Office of Student Life

3. Campus Ministry

4. Human Resources
A copy of Ave Maria University's Sexual Harassment Policy will be passed out to all students,
staff and faculty at the beginning of the academic year.

Sexual Assault

If you have been sexually assaulted, contact the Collier County Sheriff's Department immediately
by dialing 911. Victims can go to the Physicians Regional Medical Center or hospital Emergency
Room for treatment.

Persons who feel that they have been sexually assaulted or were the subject of any sex offense
should immediately contact the Collier County Sheriff's Department and Campus Security to
initiate a crime report. Students may also contact the Director of Student Life at 239-280-2541
or the Director of Residence Life at 239-280-2542 for information and assistance regarding the
filing of a criminal complaint or to initiate a complaint under the procedures stated here.

The preservation of criminal evidence is essential to the successful prosecution of a sex offense.
The Collier County Sheriff’'s Department will provide personnel who are trained in the proper
handling, identification, collection and preservation of such evidence. Therefore, it is essential
that in cases of sexual assault, the Collier County Sheriff's Department and Campus Security
be contacted as soon as possible. Ave Maria University counseling members are available to
assist and accompany the victim of a sex offense from the initial report to the final resolution
of the case.

Ave Maria University students and employees suspected of committing a sex offense of any
kind are subject to criminal prosecution as well as disciplinary action under campus policies
and procedures. Campus disciplinary action may take place even if criminal charges are
not filed. Following the final determination of a campus disciplinary procedure regarding
an allegation of sexual criminal conduct, sanctions may be imposed that include, but are not
limited to, suspension or dismissal of offending student(s) and censure, demotion, suspension,
or termination of employment of offending Ave Maria University employee(s).

In addition to criminal prosecution, complaints against students accused of sexual battery,
attempted rape, rape or other sex offenses will be processed in accordance with the procedures
in the Student Handbook. The accuser and the accused are entitled to the same opportunities
to have others present during a campus disciplinary hearing; both shall be informed of the
outcome of any campus disciplinary proceeding brought forth alleging a sex offense. Student
sexual assault victims also have the option of changing their academic or on-campus living
arrangements after an alleged sexual assault, if such changes are reasonable available.
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V. Philosophy of the Curriculum

By means of a kind of universal humanism a Catholic University is
completely dedicated to the research of all aspects of truth in their
essential connection with the supreme Truth, who is God.

—John Paul Il, Ex Corde Ecclesiae

Unity of All Truth

Any university worthy of the name is committed to searching for truth and, as far as possible,
to finding it. Moreover, it is obliged to pass on the great deposit of truth discovered and
confirmed by succeeding generations. But a university must not limit itself to one region of
truth to the exclusion of others; it is open to all truth. Venerable John Henry Newman has
explained in a masterful way how the professors and students of a university grow into this
unity of truth. They do not just accumulate truths, learning one after another, but they see
these truths in relation to each other so that they illuminate each other and reality. Professors
lead their students in developing a sense of the unity of knowledge, so that they never forget
the whole when they study the parts. In this way, as Newman writes, they do not just enlarge
their learning, but they begin to grow in the wisdom that “discerns the whole in each part, the
end in each beginning . . . because it [wisdom] always knows where it is, and how its path lies
from one point to another.”

This unity of all knowledge is ultimately rooted in the order of God and creation, an order that
possesses a hierarchical structure: God, the Blessed Trinity and, emanating from Him, the various
levels of creatures. Not only, then, is there a vast unity to all creation, which, in turn, accounts
for the unity of all forms of knowledge, but there is a natural order of priority in these forms of
knowledge. Since its founding, the University deliberately selected the liberal arts as the center
of its curriculum because of their focus on what is primary. Building upon the liberal arts, the
University adds further disciplines and, thus, further majors in an organic way that reflects the
order of God and creation.

This principle of the unity of knowledge shapes the curriculum at Ave Maria University as it
introduces our students to the main areas of knowledge. They study theology as faith seeking
understanding, which includes Revelation, dogmatics, morals, and Church history. They study
philosophy, confident in the capacity of reason to come to the truth about absolute and
contingent being. They read great literature, which embodies truth about man’s life within
God’s creation through incarnate forms true to the variety of human experience. Through the
study of history, students are freed from the narrow lens of the present and come to see the
meaning of past events in the light of the Incarnation. The study of classical languages embodies
contemporary unity with the Church Fathers and the fundamental sources of the Faith; through
all language study students become aware of the principles of the structure and function of
language. They are introduced to the rigors of the scientific method and quantitative analysis
which delineate the physical structures of creation, with due attention to the ethical implications
of scientific research. Their artistic sensibilities are refined so that they may appreciate beauty
in all its forms as a hallmark of the transcendent and of a truly human life. Among the fine arts,
music has pride of place at Ave Maria University because it is most intimately joined to the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass. Social sciences are conducted in the light of the truths of philosophy,
theology, and the natural sciences, for they teach much about man’s temporal development and
have crucial implications for issues of social justice. Our curriculum presents these disciplines,
not in isolation, but in such a way that each throws new light on the other.
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We aim not only at human wisdom, but also at Christian wisdom. In presenting the Christian faith,
we take care to follow the directions of the Pope John Paul ll: “The very heart of theological
enquiry will thus be the contemplation of the mystery of the Triune God . .. (It is) Christ the
Lord (who) ‘in revealing the mystery of the Father and his love fully reveals man to himself and
makes clear his supreme calling’ which is to share in the divine mystery of the life of the Trinity”
(Fides et Ratio 93,13; Dei Verbum 2). The Christian faith is presented in relation to other truths
so that faith interprets them and is at the same time interpreted by them. We want to enable
our students to make Christian sense out of what they learn in their natural science courses,
in their social science courses, in their study of art and literature, of history and philosophy
and languages. This does not mean that the Christian faith should interfere with or overrule
the methods proper to the different disciplines, or that it should make us unwilling to accept
the contributions made by non-Christians; it means that these disciplines, while being entirely
respected according to their proper autonomy are, as the nature of each allows, seen in relation
to Christian revelation. And in the encounter with human knowledge, faith not only gives but
also receives; our students find that their faith becomes “embodied” in such a way as to be
deepened and enriched.

This unity of faith and human knowledge is what we mean by Christian humanism, and we
declare it to be one of the first principles of the curriculum. We commit ourselves to all that
John Paul Il says about Christian humanism in his Ex Corde Ecclesiae.

Intellectual Virtues

Our curriculum also aims at developing in our students certain habits of mind that are connatural
to the universal openness to all truth to which we are committed. Indeed, the proper concern
of the curriculum is with intellectual virtue, which is intimately bound with moral virtue.

Thus, the curriculum educates our students to recognize the central issue in a discussion, and
to distinguish it from other issues that are related to it only by association but not in an intrinsic
way. We want to enable our students to develop a sense of proportion with regard to truth,
and to know how to discern first principles. When they listen to a speaker, they should not be
so dazzled by rhetorical flourish that they fail to demand intellectual substance. They should
mature intellectually in such a way as never to grow old intellectually, that is, never to reach
a point where they are unable or unwilling to understand what another is saying, or to learn
something new, or to do justice to challenging questions put to them about their convictions.
They should also recognize issues that are beyond them, on which they are unable to have any
informed judgment.

We judge that these intellectual habits also give our students a unique resourcefulness in facing
life, so that they do not need a specially protected environment to thrive; their intellectual
formation gives them an adaptability that is expressed in rising to the most unexpected
challenges. It also prepares them for assuming positions of leadership in the Church and the
world.

We affirm that nothing is as important for developing in our students a spirit of just judgment
as professors who themselves practice just and balanced judgment in their teaching, writing,
and professional practice, and who guide and accompany students’ extended encounter with
the truths in the Classics of western civilization.

Our students’ exposure to exemplary teachers and to canonical authors will not be passive.
Students must receive and appropriate what they see being lived by their mentors and what they
see in the past masters. This they do in a particular way in the activities of writing and speaking.
Our curriculum places a high premium on students learning to express clear thought eloquently.
They must also learn the art of positive and respectful questioning of their current teachers
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and their past masters, for education does not mean simply understanding and accepting as
true what past or present teachers have said.

In accordance with our Catholic heritage, these intellectual virtues are fostered at Ave Maria
University together with the moral and religious virtues, that is, together with love of truth
and reverence for God and respect for all persons, including those with whom we disagree.
Here, too, we aim at the fullest possible integration. Although the University as a whole must
be concerned with more, as already stated, the curriculum as such is concerned with the
intellectual virtues; if it does not foster these, it is a failure. We resist confounding intellectual
and moral excellence, and we know well, as Venerable Newman insisted, that one does not
necessarily follow upon the other.

The Major

Important as general liberal arts education is, it is not enough; without the special concentration
of study, which we call the major program, something important would be missing in the education
of our students. Our students should learn to unite their broad studies in the liberal arts with
the more specialized studies in their major discipline. The work in the major is done within the
unity of all knowledge, and so it is protected from a narrowing spirit of specialization. Yet our
goal is to open all disciplines to the light of the Gospel and reorient them as its truth demands
while respecting the proper autonomy of each discipline.

The University and the Wider Culture

We resist the temptation to be “relevant” in a shortsighted way. We teach many important
subjects that are often perceived not to have immediate applicability to pressing social issues.
It is our conviction that the development of the intellectual and moral virtues and the learning
of the history of ideas as an avenue for understanding reality are the best preparation for
responding to current problems. Class lectures, discussions, and written assighments provide
some opportunity for students to bring their learning to bear on contemporary issues. We
believe that this is what Pope John Paul Il means in Ex Corde Ecclesiae when he speaks about
the unique contribution the Catholic university—precisely as Catholic and as university—can
make to the Church's work of evangelization.

One way of serving the larger society would be to provide at the appropriate time in the
University’'s development various kinds of professional education. The addition of such programs
would flow naturally from the University’s liberal arts core, and be developed in sympathy to its
first principles. The curriculum should facilitate the education of fully competent professionals
who at the same time remain full human beings, never losing their sense of unity of all knowledge,
and above all never losing their sense of the ethical dimensions of human activity.

These are the principles on which the curriculum is built; on these principles it will continue
to be developed. We, therefore, invoke Our Lady after whom the university is named and to
whom it is dedicated:

May Mary, Seat of Wisdom, be a sure haven for all who devote their lives to the search for
wisdom. May their journey into wisdom, sure and final goal of all true knowing, be freed of
every hindrance by the intercession of the one who, in giving birth to the Truth and treasuring

it in her heart, has shared it forever with the world (Fides et Ratio 108).

Approved by the Faculty, July 1, 2003.
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VI. Undergraduate Degree Programs

The Undergraduate Curriculum

True learning requires engagement with the ideas of the great thinkers, artists, and scientists
of the past and present. True learning also requires time to reflect upon and assimilate these
ideas. Ave Maria University students not only cover a great range of material, they also learn
it deeply. Students normally enroll in four classes per semester, allowing in-depth study and
discussion of course material. As part of their education, students are expected to go the extra
mile outside of class—guided by their professors.

The curriculum allows students to develop in a broad variety of ways. Whether in the classroom,
the research lab, the library, the chapel, or the playing field, students are challenged to manifest
the virtues of a well-formed mind. Students come forth from Ave Maria with the skills and habits
that make them leaders in their chosen fields.

This program teaches students to think critically, solve problems and communicate effectively—
skills demanded for effective leadership and evangelization in the modern world.

Degree Awarding Authorization

At the undergraduate level, Ave Maria University is authorized by the Florida Commission on
Independent Higher Education to grant the Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) degree to students who
complete all coursework and other requirements, as well as the graduate degrees specified in
the graduate section of this Catalogue.

The Core Curriculum

In an age when many colleges and universities simply offer distribution requirements that
reflect the contemporary fragmentation of learning, Ave Maria University is deservedly proud
of its core curriculum. The core offers guidance to our students by requiring them to take
specific courses in the great tradition of the liberal arts. In these carefully selected courses,
our students share together in the discovery of truth and acquire the indispensable foundation
for a lifetime of learning. Moreover, since the core curriculum comprises one-half of the overall
education, the students not only achieve breadth of knowledge, but also depth of knowledge.
Since each discipline views reality from its distinct perspective, students encounter the truth
about God and His creation more completely through the dynamic interplay of all of the liberal
arts including theology and natural science.
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Student Learning Goals and Outcomes
for the Core Curriculum of the Bachelor of Arts

Goal1:  Students will demonstrate knowledge of the broad Western and Catholic intellectual
traditions.

Outcome 1: Students will demonstrate an understanding of the Blessed Trinity and the
orders of creation and redemption, in particular of the truths about these
realities expressed in the articles of the Apostles’ Creed as authoritatively
interpreted by the Catholic Church.

Outcome 2: Students will demonstrate knowledge of some central philosophers and
philosophical traditions that have informed western civilization.

Outcome 3: Students will demonstrate knowledge of major historical events and
movements of the formation of Western Civilization.

Outcome 4: Students will demonstrate knowledge of the governmental, political, and

societal structures of the United States.

Goal 2:  Students will demonstrate the following skills in communication and scientific

reasoning.

Outcome 5: Students will demonstrate the ability to translate Latin sentences and
analyze their syntactical structure.

Outcome 6: Students will demonstrate the following skills in written argumentation
under the aspects of (1) Invention, (2) Organization, and (3) Style.

Outcome 7: Students will demonstrate skills in oral presentation.

Outcome 8: Students will demonstrate skills in performing mathematical operations
and solving equations.

Outcome 9: Students will demonstrate skills of careful scientific observation and data

recording including 1) Hypothesis formation, 2) Recognition of dependent
and independent variables, 3) Development of control experiments, 4)
Proper experimental design including data analysis and 5) Ability to build
on possible experimental results (logic tree building).

Goal 3:  Students will demonstrate the fundamental habits of integrating “religious and moral
principles with their academic study and non-academic activities, thus integrating
faith with life” (Ex Corde Ecclesiae).

Outcome 10:  Students will evidence commitment to the spiritual and moral aims of
the Catholic mission of the University including (1) participation in the
sacramental life of the Church and (2) volunteer service.

Outcome 11: Students will evidence that they seek professional excellence, aspire to
leadership and responsi